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41 Beddi Road 

Duncraig WA 6023 
AUSTRALIA 

Phone: +618. 9203 8303 
Fax: +618 9243 5104 

E-Mail: aefi@iinet.net.au 
 

Dear ACOM family, 
 

PETER – ACOM 
 
My father, the late Dr G.D. James, had a passion for evangelism. He also had a passion for training 
Christians locally. In a number of places he established a “School of Missions and Evangelism”. In 1977 
he founded “The Tamil Bible Institute” in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. However, due to the ill health of the 
Principal the Institute closed in 1993. In 2000, I recommended to a number of TBI alumni, that the Bible 
Institute be re-established in a new form, and so ACOM was born with intensive classes commencing in 
Johor Bahru in 2001. Soon ACOM commenced in Kathmandu, Nepal and Yangon, Myanmar. 
 
Until recently almost all of the teaching was done by international visiting lecturers, but from now on 
most of the teaching will be done by local teachers.  Ideally these people will be bi-lingual. The teaching 
is to be given in the language of the students, but if the lecturer can read English much more resource 
materials are available.  
 
To help in this way, the AEFI Board is making available a lot of helpful material such as that below. It 
starts with the SUBJECT DESCRIPTION. All lecturers must abide closely by this. It sets out the 
requirements of the ACOM Board of Regents for the subject. If, for any reason, you want to change any 
of it, please contact me as quickly as possible with your suggestions, so that I can discuss it with the 
Board and get back to you with their reply. 
 
Following the Subject Description, we have added typical Subject Plans. These will save you a lot of time 
and energy. They set out, e.g., seminar topics that have been used previously. Remember, however, that 
all material given to the students must be in their own local language.   Also included are Course Notes 
that have been given to students previously and material that will help you in your preparation.  
 
Peter also has a separate document called Supplementary Lecturer’s Notes that you as the lecturer may 
find helpful. 
 
AEFI International is deeply indebted to Dr Alan Meers who dedicated many years in leading the 
development and growth of ACOM and in particular the production of these documents. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
(Dr) Jonathan D. James 
International Executive Director 
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION – PETER’S EPISTLES 
 
RATIONALE 
PURPOSE 
This subject is an in-depth study of The epistles of St. Peter as well as an overview of the N.T. Catholic 
epistles. It provides students with a deeper understanding of the book itself, and many relevant lessons for 
today. The student is helped to learn how the principles Peter applied to the problems of his day, 
especially the problem of suffering, can be used in our contemporary situation.  
RELATIONSHIP TO THE B.TH. PROGRAMME 
Since the Bible forms the basis of all Christian theology, life-style and ministry a sound knowledge of 
this book, both Old and New Testaments, is essential for all students. This subject introduces the student 
to Peter’s messages for the suffering churches of his day, and at the same time it helps them further 
develop their skills in New Testament exegesis methodology. 
LOCATION IN COURSE 
This is a Bachelor-level subject and assumes students have completed some previous N.T. exegesis 
studies at Diploma-level. 
STATUS 
To obtain their Bachelor’s degree, all students must complete at least five biblical exegesis subjects. This 
is one of the subjects offered. All pastors and missionaries need to be competent in New Testament 
exegesis. 
WORKLOAD 
This subject consists of about 20 hours face-to-face teaching (consisting of twelve lectures and eight 
seminar groups) and a further 100 hours work to be done by each student at home. 
CREDIT 
This subject carries 3 hours of credit toward the Bachelor of Theology degree (which requires a total of 
36 hours of credit, including at least 15 hours of biblical exegesis subjects). 
PRE-REQUISITES 
Students commencing the Bachelor of Theology degree programme must have previously completed a 
Diploma in Theology programme, preferably with some N.T. exegesis subjects. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the completion of this subject, the students will be able to: 
1 Describe the geographical, cultural, political, and religious background of the Catholic Epistles; 
2 Sketch the main content of each of the Catholic Epistles, the major themes and content of each; 
3 Identify the theological and ethical emphases of the Catholic Epistles; 
4 Exegete the text of the Epistles of Peter, 
5 Explain how the abiding lessons of these letters can be applied to Christians and churches today, and. 
6 Explain the main spiritual lessons of these letters and how they could apply them in their own lives. 
 
SUMMARY OF CONTENT 
This subject is a study of the Epistles of Peter, their structure, context, and themes. It also helps students 
to think about a number of practical ethical problems, especially the question, “Why do good people 
suffer?” 
 
CONTENTS 
This subject includes topics such as: 
1 The geographical, cultural, political, and religious background of the Catholic Epistles; 
2 An introduction to, and survey of each of the Catholic Epistles; 
3 The theology of the Catholic Epistles; 
4 Exegesis of the text of Peter’s Epistles, and 
5 The problems to which Peter responded in his letters; 
 
ASSESSMENT METHODS 
All of the above learning outcomes will be assessed together in each of the three assessment methods 
used in this subject: 



   

Peter’s Epistles Lecturers’ Notes  © Asia College of Ministry   30/07/2016  Page 5 

1 A Seminar paper and Presentation   30%;  
1 A Major written Research Paper    30%; and 
2 A Three-hour final written Examination 40%. 
 
STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENTS 
To pass this subject students must: 
1 attend at least 85% of all classes, excluding approved absences,  
2 obtain at least 40% of the marks in each of the above assessment items, and 
3 obtain a total grade of at least 50% in the subject. 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING PROCESSES 
The subject will include a variety of teaching and learning processes, including lectures, seminars, 
discussions, PowerPoint presentations and research assignments. 
 
CONDITIONS 
Learning will take place in the classroom and other suitable study environments. For the assignments, 
students will have access to reference books, the internet, and journals, etc. However, in the examination 
no resources, apart from an unmarked Bible and a dictionary, can be used. 
 
LECTURER 
__________ 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Meers, A.F. (Ed.). (2011). Peter’s Epistles Course Reader. Duncraig East, WA: Asia College of Ministry. 
Meers, Alan F. (2011). Peter’s Epistles Class Notes. Duncraig East, WA: Asia College of Ministry. 
 
REFERENCES 
Cranfield, C.E.B. (1950). The first epistle of Peter. London, UK: SCM Press. 
Green, M. (1968). The second epistle of Peter and the epistle of Jude. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 
Guthrie, D. (1990). New Testament introduction (Rev. Ed.). Leicester: Apollos  
Elwell, W.A. (1996). Evangelical dictionary of biblical theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker  
Keener, C.S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament. Leicester: IVP  
Marshall, I.H. (Ed.). (1996). New Bible dictionary. Leicester: IVP. 
Plumptre, E.H. (1903). St Peter & St Jude (CBSC). Cambridge, UK: University Press. 
Stibbs, A.M. (1959). The first epistle general of Peter. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 
 
JOURNALS 
 Biblical Illustrator 
 Evangelical Quarterly: An International Review of Bible and Theology 
 Vox Evangelica 
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A TYPICAL MASTER SUBJECT PLAN 
 

ASIA COLLEGE OF MINISTRY 
The training arm of Asia Evangelistic Fellowship 

 
MASTER PROGRAMME 

 
PETER 

 
SUBJECT PLAN – __________, 2015 

 
INTRODUCTION 
It is important that you carefully read this Subject Plan as soon as you receive it. It explains what the 
subject offers and what is expected of you. 
 
RATIONALE 
PURPOSE 
This subject is an in-depth study of The Epistles of Saint Peter as well as an overview of Hebrews, and 
the N.T. Catholic epistles. It provides students with a deeper understanding of the Epistles of Peter, and 
many relevant lessons for today. The student is helped to learn how the principles Peter applied to the 
problems of his day, especially the problem of suffering, can be used in our contemporary situation.  
RELATIONSHIP TO THE PROGRAMME 
Since the Bible forms the basis of all Christian theology, life-style and ministry a sound knowledge of 
this book, both Old and New Testaments, is essential for all students. This subject introduces the student 
to Peter’s messages for the suffering churches of his day, and at the same time it helps them further 
develop their skills in New Testament exegesis methodology. 
LOCATION IN COURSE 
This is a Master-level subject and assumes students have completed some previous N.T. exegesis studies 
at Bachelor-level. 
STATUS 
To obtain their Master’s degree, all students must complete at least five biblical exegesis subjects. This is 
one of the subjects offered. All pastors and missionaries need to be competent in New Testament 
exegesis. 
WORKLOAD 
This subject consists of about 20 hours face-to-face teaching (consisting of twelve lectures and eight 
seminar groups) and a further 100 hours work to be done by each student at home. 
CREDIT 
This subject carries 3 hours of credit toward an ACOM Master degree (which requires a total of 36 hours 
of credit, including at least 15 hours of biblical exegesis subjects). 
PRE-REQUISITES 
Students commencing an ACOM Master Degree programme must have previously completed a Bachelor 
programme, preferably with some N.T. exegesis subjects. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the completion of this subject, the students will be able to: 
1 Describe the geographical, cultural, political, and religious background of the Catholic Epistles; 
2 Sketch the main content of each of the Catholic Epistles, the major themes and content of each; 
3 Identify the theological and ethical emphases of the Catholic Epistles; 
4 Exegete the text of the Epistles of Peter, 
5 Explain how the abiding lessons of these letters can be applied to Christians and churches today, and. 
6 Explain the main spiritual lessons of these letters and how they could apply them in their own lives. 
 
LECTURER 
__________. 
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LECTURE TIME-TABLE 
This course will be taught at __________ from __________, 2015 (D.V.). 
Please note these dates carefully and plan to be at the venue punctually each day. 
Note: It is essential that you have read all of the course notes, and the course reader before the lectures. 
Remember to bring note paper, pens, this subject Plan, the course notes, the course reader and your Bible 
to every class session. 
 
NEXT COURSE 
The subject to follow Peter will be __________ from __________, 2015 (DV). Please note these dates in 
your diary now! 
 
DAILY TIME-TABLE 
8.30–10.00 a.m.  Lecture 1 
10.00-10.30 a.m. Morning Tea 
10.30-12.30 p.m. Lecture 2 
12.30-2.00 p.m. Lunch 
2.00-3.30 p.m.  Lecture 3 
3.30-4.00 p.m.  Afternoon Tea 
4.00-5.30 p.m.  Lecture 4 
 
SYLLABUS 
DAY   SESSION  CONTENT: 
DATE:  NO:    
Monday  1    Hebrews 
22nd Aug 2    James 
    3    Jude       & Seminar 1 + Exegetical Presentation 1 
    4    Introduction to 1 Peter & Seminar 2 + Exegetical Presentation 2 
Tuesday  5    1 Peter 1 
23rd Aug  6    1 Peter 2     & Seminar 3 + Exegetical Presentation 3 
    7    1 Peter 3     & Seminar 4 + Exegetical Presentation 4 
    8    1 Peter 4     & Seminar 5 + Exegetical Presentation 5 
Wed’day 9    1 Peter 5  
24th Aug  10    Introduction to 2 Peter & Seminar 6 + Exegetical Presentation 6 
    11    2 Peter 1      & Seminar 7 + Exegetical Presentation 7 
    12    2 Peter 2 & 3    & Seminar 8 + Exegetical Presentation 8 
 
SUMMARY OF CONTENT 
This subject is a study of the Epistles of Peter, their structure, context, and themes. It also helps students 
to think about a number of practical ethical problems, especially the question, “Why do good people 
suffer?” 
 
CONTENTS 
This subject includes topics such as: 
1 The geographical, cultural, political, and religious background of the Catholic Epistles; 
2 An introduction to, and survey of, each of the Catholic Epistles; 
3 The theology of the Catholic Epistles; 
4 Exegesis of the text of Peter’s Epistles, and 
5 The problems to which Peter responded in his letters; 
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ASSESSMENT METHODS 
There are three assessment items in this subject: 
1 One Major Written research paper    30%, 
2 One Seminar presentation and paper   30%, and  
3 One Exegetical presentation and paper  40%. 
 
STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENTS 
To pass this subject, students must: 
1 attend at least 85% of all classes, excluding approved absences,  
2 obtain at least 40% of the marks in each of the above assessment items, and 
3 obtain a total grade of at least 50% in the subject. 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING PROCESSES 
The subject will include a variety of teaching and learning processes, including lectures, seminars, 
discussions, videos, PowerPoint, White-board and research assignments. 
 
CONDITIONS 
Learning will take place in the classroom and other suitable study environments. For the assignments 
students will have access to reference books, journals and the inter-net, etc. 
 
SCALING OF MARKS 
Please note that your final grade may be scaled (upward or downwards), so that the final grade is not 
necessarily a simple addition of marks in each assessment item. Scaling of grades may be necessary to 
ensure equity. Your final grade will appear on your Academic Transcript at the end of the semester. 
 
SEMINAR PAPER AND PRESENTATION – CARRIES 30% 
Each student must choose one topic (from the list below) and make an individual presentation on it to the 
class at the date and time shown below. Ring the ACOM Registrar, as soon as possible, to indicate your 
preference, as every student must present a different topic. At the beginning of your presentation, you will 
give every class member a one-page A4-size handout (typewritten in Language), and submit a paper of 
2,000 words (typewritten in English for M.Th. students) on the topic to the lecturer. Be sure to attach a 
“Written Paper Cover Sheet”, an “Oral Presentation Evaluation Form” and a copy of your class hand-
out, to the front of your written paper. Your oral presentation should be in Language. 
 
SEMINAR TOPICS 
1 The man Lot and what we can learn from him (Cf. 2 Pe 2:6, “he rescued Lot, a righteous man”); 
2 The man Balaam and what we can learn from him (Cf. 2 Pe 2:15, “the way of Balaam”); 
3 The Inspiration of Scripture, and its importance for us today (Cf. 2 Pe 1:19-21); 
4 The Second Coming of Christ and the effect this belief has on our life (Cf. 2 Pe 3:8-13); 
5 Satan and what we can learn from him (Cf. 1 Pe 5:8-9);  
6 Christ, the Shepherd, and what we can learn from this picture (Cf. 1 Pe 2:25; 5:4); 
7 Elders in the local church, their qualifications and responsibilities (Cf. 1 Pe 5:1); and 
8 The various names (titles) given to Christians in Scripture and what we can learn from them (Cf. 1 Pe 

4:16). 
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In preparing your presentation: 
1 Read widely and critically on the topic. Focus on the main points. Be selective in what you present, 

bearing in mind the learning outcomes and level of this subject. 
2 Prepare a carefully structured single-sided one-page A4 handout for each class member to help them 

understand the subject. Be selective in what you include. Decide on the most appropriate format for 
the greatest clarity and impact. The handout should be referenced. 

3 Prepare an oral presentation which identifies at least two major issues, critically analyses them and 
argues for a position on each of them. Allow 15-20 minutes for your presentation. 

4 You can choose the delivery style which you feel will maximize the impact of your presentation and 
help all class members think through the issues raised. Encourage all class members to participate, by 
preparing one or two questions for them to consider. As far as possible your oral presentation should 
be supported by appropriate visuals, e.g. use of white board or paper charts, diagrams, etc. 

Grades are based on both the oral presentation and the written paper. In grading the following criteria is 
used: 
 
Oral Presentation: Carries: 10%.  Marks will be allocated for: 
1 understanding of the topic; 
2 selection of the major issues; 
3 argument for position taken; and 
4 style and quality of presentation. 
 
Written paper:  Carries: 20%. Marks will be allocated for: 
1 level of understanding of the topic; 
2 adequate coverage of major issues; 
3 critical analysis of key issues; 
4 development of arguments for position taken; and  
5 clarity of expression, structure of paper, correct referencing, etc. 
Seminars are assessed holistically rather than according to an itemized breakdown. 
 
LATE SEMINAR PAPERS 
If special circumstances apply, a student presenting a seminar may be granted a deferral of the submission 
of the written seminar paper. If the seminar paper is not submitted by the normal time (or extended date) 
without such approval, the student will automatically fail this subject. 
 
MAJOR WRITTEN RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 
DUE: __________ a.m. on __________, 2015.  CARRIES:  30% 
Assignments are to be handed to the Lecturer at the time and date shown above. Each student is required 
to submit a paper of 2,000 words (typewritten in English for M.Th. students) on the following topic:  

 
“Peter's instructions for Husbands and Wives” 

 
As well as explaining what Peter says (and means) you are required to explain how this should be worked 
out in practice in your own culture.  Remember that we will be seeking to assess your ability in analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation and not just knowledge, comprehension and application. Major assignments 
should show evidence of broad up-to-date relevant reading, in-depth understanding and a critical 
appraisal of the topic. 
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
Assignments submitted after the normal (or extended date) without approval normally incur a penalty of 
10% of the value of that assignment per day. For any assignment submitted one week or more late (unless 
negotiated differently) the mark will be 0%, with the result that the student will automatically fail this 
subject. 
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EXEGETICAL PAPER AND PRESENTATION – CARRIES 40% 
Instead of a written examination, each Master student will present a thirty-minute exegetical lecture on a 
selected chapter from Hebrews to the class at the date and time shown above. You can choose any one of 
the first ten chapters of Hebrews. Chapters will be allocated at __________, as every student must teach a 
different chapter. The aim of this assessment item is: 

1 to exegete a particular N.T. passage, and 
 2 to learn how to teach the Bible. 
 
You are required to give: 
1 an introduction/overview of the Chapter; 
2 exegesis of about 10 verses (select a good ‘meaty’ passage); and 
3 application for us today.  
At the beginning of the presentation, you will give every class member a one-page A4-size (in Language 
language, typewritten if possible) handout, and submit a typed paper of 2,000 words (in English for 
M.Th. students) typewritten if possible, on the passage to the lecturer. Attach a “Written Paper Cover 
Sheet”, an “Oral Presentation Evaluation Form” and a copy of your class handout, at the front of your 
written paper. Your oral presentation should be in Language. 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Meers, A.F. (Ed.). (2011). Peter’s Epistles Course Reader. Duncraig East, WA: Asia College of Ministry. 
Meers, Alan F. (2011). Peter’s Epistles Class Notes. Duncraig East, WA: Asia College of Ministry. 
 
REFERENCES 
Cranfield, C.E.B. (1950). The first epistle of Peter. London, UK: SCM Press. 
Green, M. (1968). The second epistle of Peter and the epistle of Jude. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans  
Guthrie, D. (1990). New Testament introduction (Rev. Ed.). Leicester: Apollos  
Elwell, W.A. (1996). Evangelical dictionary of biblical theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker  
Keener, C.S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament. Leicester: IVP  
Marshall, I.H. (Ed.). (1996). New Bible dictionary. Leicester: IVP. 
Plumptre, E.H. (1903). St Peter & St Jude (CBSC). Cambridge, UK: University Press. 
Stibbs, A.M. (1959). The first epistle general of Peter. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 
 
Journals 
Biblical Illustrator 
Evangelical Quarterly: An International Review of Bible and Theology 
Vox Evangelica 
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INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS 
 

TITLE 
P46, ℵABK read, "To the Hebrews"; P reads, "Epistle of Paul to the Hebrews"; M reads, "Written from 
Italy, by Timotheus: the Epistle to the Hebrews"; while L reads, "Epistle of the holy and all-praiseworthy 
Apostle Paul to the Hebrews" (Our father's will, n.d., p. 154). This does not follow the standard practice 
of naming the General (Catholic) Epistles after their authors. Here the name comes from the recipients. 
 
CONTENT 
The Superiority of the Person and Work of Christ, or The Book of "Better things". 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
1 EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 

1 Eastern - Clement of Rome used Hebrews in writing to Corinth. It is omitted from both Marcion's 
and the Muratorian Canon (AD170). Clement of Alexandria (following Pantaenus) acknowledged it 
as Paul's. Origen believed thoughts were Paul's but written by another. Subsequently, in the East, 
Pauline authorship was assumed. In the Chester Beatty papyrus it appears among Paul's writings, 
being placed after Romans.  

2 Western - Irenaeus (AD 140-203) rejected Pauline authorship. Tertullian (De Pudicitia, 20) 
attributed it to Barnabus. The Epistle was not regarded as canonical in the West until Jerome 
(AD340-420) and Augustine (AD354-430) cited it as Pauline. Pauline authorship became official 
Catholic dogma at the Council of Trent (AD1546). Pauline authorship remained unchallenged until 
the Reformation. 

 3 Reformation – Calvin rejected Pauline authorship. Luther and Erasmus believed it was written by 
  Apollos. 

4 Modern – Scholars are still divided. Luke, Clement, Silas, Priscilla and Philip the Evangelist are 
among those believed to be the author.  External evidence is, therefore, unreliable. 

 
2 PAULINE AUTHORSHIP 

1 AGAINST PAULINE AUTHORSHIP: 
  1 Anonymous, but, 
   1 The Apostle to the Gentiles could not have written to Jews without incurring resentment. 
   2 The nature of this letter (emphasising Christ The Apostle and High Priest of our confession) 
    forbids any emphasis on a human apostle. 
   3 The Salutation and greetings may have been destroyed on the autograph or on the earliest  
    copy. 
  2 Style – The Greek style is more polished than Paul and the O.T. quotes are from the LXX, but, 
   1 Thoughts of Paul, written by another writer. 
   2 Written in Hebrew by Paul, translated by Luke or another writer. 
  3 Personal Experience, but the subject and occasion do not lend themselves to personal    
   experience. 
  4 Theological Differences, but these are not disagreements, but supplementary, and can be   
   explained by the theme and the readers.   
  5 Historical Position, but in 2:3 Paul identifies himself with the readers. He had not travelled with
   the Lord nor witnessed His life as the other apostles had. 

2 FOR PAULINE AUTHORSHIP 
  1 2 Pe 3:15-16: Peter refers to a letter which Paul had written to Jews; and Hebrews certainly  
   contains "some things that are hard to understand" (1 Pe 3:16). 

2 Heb 13:25: "Grace be with you all. Amen" is Paul's characteristic conclusion, and is not used by 
any other New Testament writer. 

  3 Structure: The letter uses the typical Pauline structure - Doctrine and then practice. 
  4 Qualifications: Paul had pre-eminent qualifications (Php 3:4-6) for writing this epistle. 
  5 Hebrews 13: Paul knew Timothy (13:23), and the Christians in Italy (13:24). 
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3 OTHER SUGGESTED AUTHORS 
1 BARNABUS (Tertullian). 

  1 For: As a Levite he would have had intimate knowledge with the temple ritual (Act 4:36). 
  2 Against: Sharp contrast to the Epistle of Barnabus in use of the O.T. & the Mosaic     
   Institutions. 

2 LUKE (Calvin) 
  1 For: Similar in style to Luke's other writings. 
  2 Against: There are just as many similarities to 1 Peter; and in any case, the writer may have been 
   familiar with Luke's writings. 

3 CLEMENT (Calvin). 
  1 For: Parallels between the Epistle of Clement and the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
  2 Against: The parallels are explained by his acquaintance. Clement does not have the creative  
   contribution to Christian theology so evident in Hebrews. 
 4 SILVANUS 
  1 For: Silvanus was a member of the Pauline circle and associated in writing I Peter. 
  2 Against: Verbal similarities and suitable attributes cannot alone identify authorship. 

5 APOLLOS (Luther). 
  1 For: His background and attributes suit the author of this epistle (Act 18:24). 
  2 Against: No early tradition, and no knowledge of literary activity. 

6 PHILIP 
  1 For: Ramsay postulated a Caesarean origin, and claimed Philip as the writer. 
  2 Against: No early tradition, and no knowledge of literary activity. 

7 PRISCILLA AND AQUILLA 
  1 For: Harnack claimed the anonymity; the interest in women (ch.11); and the plurality (13:18), 
   indicated Priscilla and Aquilla. 
  2 Against: No early tradition, and no knowledge of literary activity. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Although I favour a Pauline authorship it is probably safer to say with Origen, "The ancients who have 
handed down the tradition of its Pauline authorship must have had good reason for doing so, though God 
alone knows for certainty who the actual writer was." Delitzsch said, "This epistle comes to us like its 
own Melchizedek, ‘Without father or mother’ (Heb 7:3)”. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING 
1 Date 
 Clement of Rome quoted Hebrews in AD95-96 so a second century date is ruled out. However, the 

recipients were second generation Christians (2:3) who were not new to Christianity (5:12). They had 
a history to look back on (10:32) and it seems some of their leaders were now dead (13:7). This 
suggests a date later than 50 A.D. The Levitical services were still in operation (N.B. the use of 
present tense in references to the ritual, 8:4; 9:9; 10:1) i.e., the letter was written before the 
destruction of Jerusalem 70 A.D. Perhaps the key verse is 12:4. In 65 A.D. Nero began his terrible 
persecution of Christians. The verse suggests that persecution is imminent and so suggests a date of 
about 65 A.D. 

2 Place 
 The place of writing is debated. Heb 13:34 may indicate a Roman origin (Paul’s second Roman 

imprisonment?), but it may merely be a greeting from certain Italians with the writer wherever he was 
located. Timothy is free (13:23), but nothing is known of the event referred to, so "the place of writing 
must be left in complete uncertainty. Plausible conjecture unsupported by evidence cannot remove our 
ignorance even if they satisfy our curiosity" (Westcott, 1974, p. xliv). 
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RECIPIENTS 
1 TITLE - "All existing copies are addressed 'to Hebrews' . . . there is . . . no evidence that it ever bore 

any other address" (Westcott, 1974, p. xxxv); and this title expresses the common belief at a very 
early date. 

2 INTERNAL EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF A PARTICULAR COMMUNITY 
 1 It has a definite history: The letter speaks to specific people with specific needs and 

 problems (10:32-34). 
2 It has definite links with the writer: The writer knows them, and they know him  personally 

(13:18, 22-24). 
3 It was a section of a large community: They should be teachers (5:12); they are to submit to 

the elders (13:17); they are not to forsake the assembly (10:25). 
3 INTERNAL EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF A JEWISH CHRISTIAN DESTINATION 

Wide appeal is made to the O.T., and the readers are assumed to be acquainted with the details. 
4 A GENTILE DESTINATION 

  1 There is no mention of the Jewish-Gentile controversy, but this favours a Jewish destination, as 
it    was there the controversy was acute. 
  2 He does not mention the Temple but rather the Tabernacle. But the author goes back to the   
   Pentateuch and bases his argument on first principles. 

5 A MIXED COMMUNITY? 
A compromise has been suggested saying that Christians generally are in mind. But Westcott 

 (1974) says the letter does not suggest such a mixture, "nor does the letter touch on points of 
 heathen controversy" (p. xxxvi). 

 
WHERE WERE THEY? 

1 PALESTINE - If written to Jewish Christians apostatizing to Judaism then Palestine seems best. But 
  why use LXX and not Hebrew O.T.? Possibly because this was commonly used in Palestine. 

2 ROME 
  1 "Those of Italy salute you" (13:24); 
  2 First known in Rome (Clement 95 A.D.); and 
  3 Background fits Rome. 
 3 OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

Other suggested locations include Alexandria, Corinth, Ephesus, Galatia, Syria, Colossae, Asia, 
 even the Qumran Community. But no suggestion seems conclusive. 

 
OCCASION (Purpose) 

1 TO WARN JEWISH CHRISTIANS AGAINST APOSTASY TO JUDAISM - Hebrew Christians were near 
times of trial and tribulation and the danger of apostasy and despondency is warned. They are also 
exhorted to patient steadfastness. Chapter 6 and 10 suggest the readers are tempted to apostasize. In 
chapter 13 the readers are exhorted to make a clean break and come outside "the camp." 

2 TO REMEDY SECTARIAN TENDENCIES – The admonition in 10:25 may suggest the readers were 
separating themselves from other believers.  

3 TO CHALLENGE RESTRICTED JEWISH CHRISTIANS TO EMBRACE WORLD MISSION - The thought is 
that these Jewish Christians regarded Christianity as little more than a sect of Judaism, where as 
they should have been out evangelizing. 

4 TO ANNOUNCE THE ABSOLUTE CHARACTER OF CHRISTIANITY TO MAINLY GENTILE CHRISTIANS - 
Gentile Christians would have been surrounded by a vast sea of other religions, and so this letter is 
to show them the greatness and superiority of Christianity. 

5 TO COUNTERACT AN EARLY TYPE OF HERESY - To combat some Gnostic heresy. 
6 CONCLUSION - What all these theories make abundantly clear is that the author's purpose was to 

warn the readers against turning away from Christianity. The positive lesson that is taught is that 
Christ is all-sufficient and superior to all other systems. 
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OUTLINE 
The theme is woven in between five great warning passages: 
 1: 1- 2  CHRIST is Superior to the Old Testament Prophets 
 1: 2-14  CHRIST is Superior to the Angels 
 2: 1- 4  First Warning: Exhortation to OBEDIENCE - Don't Drift. 
 2: 5-18  CHRIST is Superior to   Adam. 
 3: 1- 6  CHRIST is Superior to   Moses. 
 3: 7-19  Second Warning: Exhortation to STEADFASTNESS - Don’t Depart. 
 4: 1-16  CHRIST is Superior to   Joshua. 
 5: 1-10  CHRIST is Superior to   Aaron. 
 5:11- 6:20 Third Warning: Exhortation to PROGRESS - Don't be Dull. 
 7: 1-28  The Superior PRIESTHOOD. 
 8: 1-13  The Superior COVENANT. 
 9: 1- 5  The Superior SANCTUARY. 
 9: 6-28  The Superior MINISTRY. 
 10: 1-17  The Superior SACRIFICE. 
 10:18-25 The Superior WAY. 
 10:26-39 Fourth Warning: Exhortation to PATIENCE - Don't Despise. 
 11: 1-40  The Triumph of FAITH. 
 12:1-13  The Patience of HOPE 
 12:14-29  Fifth Warning: Exhortation to DILIGENCE - Don't Refuse. 
 13: 1-25   The Labour of LOVE. 
 
KEYS 
Key-Word: "Better", “Superior” 
Key-Verse: "God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect" (11:40). 
 
CHARACTERISTICS 
1 Authorship - Hebrews perplexes scholars as to its authorship more than any book in Scripture. The 

recipients, place of writing, and destination are equally baffling. 
2 Warning Passages - The five warning passages in Hebrews have caused much debate. The main issue 

is whether they address Christians in danger of loss of reward, Christians in danger of loss of salvation, 
or non-Christians in danger of eternal damnation. 

3 Priesthood - Hebrews provides the greatest information in Scripture on a number of matters, 
including: the Melchizedek Priesthood, the High Priesthood of Christ, the New Covenant, and the 
typology of the offerings and feasts in Leviticus. 

4 Salutation - Hebrews lacks a salutation at the beginning, reading "more like a sermonic essay than a 
letter . . . [In fact] only 13:18-25 sounds like a real epistle" (Wilkinson & Boa, 1983, P. 457). 

5 Greek Style - The Greek style is considered by many to be the most elegant in the New Testament. At 
least 157 words are used in this epistle which are found nowhere else in Scripture. 

6 O.T. Quotes – It has at least 86 direct quotes from the OT, and some allusions. It has over 100 refs. 
from 21 OT books. It also contains the longest quote in the NT (Heb. 8:8-12 quotes Jer. 31:31-34). 

7 Chapter 11 - Chapter 11 is the Church's most loved chapter in Scripture on faith. 
8 Fifth Gospel - Hebrews has been called “The Fifth Gospel”. Whereas the four Gospels relate what 

Christ did while on earth then, Hebrews supplements them by explaining his role in heaven now. 
9 Faith - Romans explains the necessity of the Christian faith but Hebrews argues for the superiority of 

the Christian faith. 
10 Key Words - Five key words show that Hebrews stresses the superiority of Christ since He is the 

perfect and eternal high priest in heaven and thus better than Judaism (Willmington, 1991). 
 l. "Priest, high priest" Used 28 times;  2 "Heaven"   Used 17 times; 
 3 "Eternal, forever"  Used 15 times;  4 "Perfect"   Used 12 times; and 
 5 “Better”     Used 11 times. 
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THE THEME OF HEBREWS 
 
Introduction 
The theme of Hebrews is, “The Complete Superiority of the Person and Work of Christ and the 
ineffectiveness of any other system, especially Judaism. 
Chapter 1 Christ is superior to ANGELS 
Initially we are shown that the revelation of God in His Son is superior to the revelation through the O.T. 
Prophets (1-2).  Next we have the seven-fold glories of the Son of God (2-4), who is “much superior to 
the angels” (4), as he has inherited a more excellent name than they. 
Chapter 2 Christ is superior to ADAM 
Verses 1-4 contain the first warning (an exhortation to Obedience). Then we are shown Christ’s glories as 
the Son of Man, and how He is superior Adam, the head of the first race. 
Chapter 3  Christ is superior to MOSE 
In Chapter 3 we are told that Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house (2), but Christ is Superior 
because He is the Son over the house (6).  Verses 7-19 contain the second warning (an exhortation to 
Steadfastness). 
Chapter 4  Christ is superior to JOSHUA 
Chapter four goes on to say that although Joshua gave the people rest in the Promised Land (8), the 
Psalmist (Ps 95:11) recorded the promise of something better.  The Lord Jesus is shown to be Superior to 
Joshua because He gives His people a perfect rest, after redemption, which depends on their faith. 
Chapters 5-6  Christ is superior to AARON 
Chapter five commences by telling us that although Aaron was called by God (4), he was still 
encompassed by infirmities; but Christ, who was also called by God (5), is perfect. He follows this by 
showing that Christ was called to a Superior Priesthood, the Melchisedecal Priesthood.  5:11-6:20 
contains the third warning, an exhortation to progress. 
Chapter 7  Christ – The superior PRIESTHOOD 
The author now continues with his arguments of Christ’s superiority to Aaron by showing that Christ’s 
Priesthood is superior because like that of the type (Melchisedec) it rests not on the law but on the fact of 
His indissoluble life; it is therefore unchanging and fully effective. 
Chapter 8  Christ – The superior COVENANT 
From the comparison of priesthoods, he moves on to show that the covenant of which Christ is mediator 
is a better Covenant because it is established on better promises. 
Chapter 9  Christ – The superior SANCTUARY 
Still on the subject of the priesthood, we are now told that Christ has entered into a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle (i.e., Heaven itself), having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
Chapter 10  Christ – The superior SACRIFICE 
The better sanctuary leads to thoughts of the better sacrifice and we are told that the priest of old stood 
daily ministering, but now Christ has offered one sacrifice for sins for ever and has sat down at the right 
hand of God.  Verse 25 to 39 contain the fourth warning, an exhortation to steadfastness. 
Chapter 11  superior FAITH 
As is normal in Pauline letters, the doctrinal section is followed by a practical section.  As a result of the 
Superiority of Christ we are to have faith for without faith it is impossible to place God. 
Chapter 12  superior HOPE 
We are to run with patience the race set before us and endure the chastening of the Lord recognising that 
God is treating us as His sons and this gives us hope (6, 28).  12:14-29 contains the fifth (and final) 
warning, an exhortation not to refuse. 
Chapter 13  superior CHARITY 
Christians are to be characterised by love, purity and contentment.  We are to go forth without the camp 
and bear the reproach of Christ (13).  The book concludes with a doxology and epilogue (13:20-25). 
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THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES 
 
DEFINITION 
Besides the letters ascribed to Paul, the New Testament contains seven 'catholic' epistles by four other 
leaders of the early church, 3 by John, 2 by Peter and 1 each by James and Jude. They are called 'catholic' 
epistles because they are addressed not to a single church, but were 'intended for general readership'. 
However, this is not strictly accurate as, e.g., 1 Peter is addressed to a definite location (1 Pe 1:2), and 2 
John and 3 John are even more specific (2 Jn 1:1; 3 Jn 1:1). A secondary (and later) meaning developed 
in that an epistle was called 'catholic' if it was accepted by the 'catholic' (i.e., the universal) church, so 
'catholic' was applied to a letter to mean 'canonical'. Some have thought the fact that there are seven 
catholic letters is somehow connected with the seven letters to the seven churches of Asia (Rev 2-3), but 
this appears to be coincidental. Others have looked for some connection between the fact that there are 
seven catholic letters and fourteen letters by Paul (if we include Hebrews), but this too seems 
coincidental. 
 
TITLES 
"From the very earliest manuscripts the catholic epistles are identified in the superscription by the name 
of the author, not of those to whom they are addressed (as in the case of the Pauline letters)" (Kummel, 
1978, p. 387). 
 
THEIR COLLECTION 
Eusebius (HE.2.23.25) was the first to call the group "catholic epistles", however some of them had 
previously been designated 'catholic' as, e.g., Dionysius of Alexandria (1 Jn - Eusebius, HE.7.25.7) and 
Origen (1 John, 1 Peter, Jude and also the Epistle of Barnabus (Kummel, 1978, p. 388). Apparently 1 
John was the first to bear the designation "Catholic epistle", which was a way of characterising the 
indefiniteness and breadth of its address as contrasted with the specific address of 2 John and 3 John. This 
designation was then transferred to the entire group of letters within which 1 John was classified" 
(Kummel, 1978, p. 388). "The growth of the collection cannot be traced accurately but it would seem, 
from the scattered evidence which we possess that 1 John and 1 Peter belonged to the earliest days and 
that the others were added at different times and in different places. 2 Peter is probably the latest and 
James was accepted in the Western Church only at quite a late date" (Lake, 1938, p. 165). 
 
POSITION IN CANON 
"The Catholic letters stand in the canon of the Greek Church after Acts and before the Pauline letters, but 
in the canon of the Latin Church the Pauline letters precede the catholic letters.  As a result the position of 
the Catholic letters in modern textual editions varies.  The sequence of the seven letters also changed 
considerably, and the sequence of almost all the Greek manuscripts - James, Peter, John, Jude - was 
altered by Luther on the basis of critical views concerning the canon: Peter, John, Hebrews, James, Jude" 
(Kummel, 1978, p. 388). 
 
TEACHING 
With the exception of 1 John and 1 Peter the Catholic Epistles have played only a minor part in moulding 
the thought of the Christian church. On the other hand, it must be said that the Catholic Epistles give 
evidence of the existence of a rich and broadly based leadership in the early Christian church. "Even a 
casual reader can see that the theology of Paul's letters is different from the orientation of the three Letters 
of John or the Letter of James. As sunlight is composed of a variety of colours, so the spectrum of early 
Christian theology represented in the New Testament letters is remarkable for its diversity of emphasis as 
well as for its unity in fundamentals" (Metzger, 1969, p. 247). 
 
BACKGROUND 
"It is difficult . . . to reconstruct the historical context to which they belong which in itself opens the way 
for a variety of conjectures" (Guthrie, 1962, p. 60). 
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INTRODUCTION TO JAMES 
 
TITLE 
The Greek title, "Of James" (so most modern Greek Testaments), is a shortened form of the early title, 
"Epistle of James" (BK, etc.). Other MSS give longer titles, e.g. L, "Catholic epistle of the holy Apostle 
James" (Our father's will, n.d., p. 154). James is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Jacob 
 
CONTENT 
Belief that behaves: or Faith verified by fruit. 
 
AUTHOR 
1 EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 
The identity of the author has been proposed as any of four different men named "James" in the N.T., i.e.: 

1 James the Son of Zebedee (Mk 1:19; 3:17) - martyred by Herod Agrippa I (Ac 12:2); 
2 James the Son of Alphaeus (Mk 3:18) and Mary (Mk 16:1). Called James the 'Younger' or 'The 

Less' (Mk 15:40); 
3 James the Father of the apostle Jude (Lu 6:16; Ac 1:13); and  
4 James the brother of Jesus (James the Just). Tradition is that this man was the author of this letter  

1 The Traditional View - Early church tradition ascribes the letter to James the Just (who was not an 
apostle) even though two other men called "James" were apostles. Origen, Eusebius, Cyril of 
Jerusalem, Athanasius, Augustine, and many other early writers upheld authorship by James the Just. 

2 Objections to the Traditional view - Many object to the traditional view by claiming that the author 
is pseudonymous (Kummel, p. 291) or one of the other men named "James" in the N.T. Saint Jerome 
voiced uncertainty over the book and regarded it as published by another in the name of James, and he 
did cite from it as from Scripture (Guthrie, p. 737). Moffatt, Calvin, Luther and Erasmus attributed it 
to another "James" due to internal "evidence".  
Some claim that a pseudonymous man authored the epistle because of the superior Greek style, the 
lack of claim to be Christ's brother, the absence of references to the crucifixion or resurrection, and a 
supposed literary dependence upon 1 Co, Gal, Rom and 1 Pe (Guthrie, p. 747-753). However, the 
"pseudonymous theory" must be deemed unacceptable on several grounds: 
1 Divine Inspiration - Ascribing the author to a forger denies the explicit statement that one named 

"James" wrote the epistle and thus cannot be reconciled with the divine inspiration of the book. One 
who accepts the doctrine of inerrancy must accept that the author was indeed one called "James." 

OBJECTIONS TO TRADITIONAL VIEW 
1 Lack of evidence and the delay in canonical recognition; 
2 No mention of the writer's relationship neither to Christ nor to the Lord's death and resurrection; 
3 The cultured style and language. 

2 INTERNAL EVIDENCE 
The traditional view of 1:1 is that the author is James the Just, the brother of Jesus who believed in Christ 
at His resurrection (1 Co 15:7) and soon led the Jerusalem church (Act 12:17; 21:18; Gal 1:19). 
Information derived from the book itself supports this conclusion: 

1 Introduction - The simple introduction shows that the author thought it not necessary to identify 
himself by other than "James," thus indicating that he was a man who was well known to his 
readers (Jas 1:1). 

2 James the Just - James the Just is referred to simply as "James" in Act 12:7; 15:13; 21:18 and 
elsewhere (e.g., 1 Co 15:7; Gal 2:12). 

3 Authority - The writer addressed a significant portion of the church (i.e., the twelve tribes) in very 
weighty tones, indicating his authoritative position in the church. 

4 Language - The letter corresponds to the language used by James the Just from Luke's record, Cp. 
Jas 2:7 with Act 15:17 (Guthrie, p. 742). 

5 Semitic - A strong Semitic flavour is evident in its five O.T. quotes (Jas 1:11; 2:8,11,23; 4:6) 
numerous indirect allusions (Jas 1:10; 2:21,23,25; 3:9; 4:6; 5:2,11,17,18), and traces of Hebrew 
idioms behind the Greek forms of language (Guthrie, 19  p. 741). 
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3 JAMES THE MAN 
1 The brother of the Lord (Gal 1:19; Mt 13:55); 
2 An unbeliever during the Lord's lifetime (Jn 7:5; Cf Mk 3:21); 
3 Probably converted at the appearance of the Risen Lord (1 Co 15:7; Act 1:14); 
4 A leader in the early Church (Act 15:13; 12:17); 
5 Called "James the Just and Oblias", i.e. Bulwark of the people, (Eusebius, HE.2.23.25); 
6 Prominent and Prestigious (Act 21:18; Jude 1:1; Gal 2:9; Act 12:17); 
7 A servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (Jas 1:1); 
8 An itinerant evangelist (I Co 9:5); 
9 Married (I Co 9:5); 
10 Warm toward Paul (Gal 2:9). 
 
What is meant by "Brother of Jesus" has been interpreted by: 
1 Epiphanius to mean "children of Joseph by a former wife" (Eastern Orthodox view); 
2 Helvidius to mean "younger children of Joseph and Mary"; 
3 Jerome to mean "cousins of Jesus" (Roman Catholic view). 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
1 Internal Evidence - It must have been written before 62 A.D. when James was martyred. There is no 

mention of the Gentile controversy (50 A.D.) and the book presents a primitive stage in church history 
- Christians still at 'synagogue' (2:2) and a simple form of ecclesiastical government (3:1; 5:14).  The 
economic conditions mentioned (e.g. 5:1-6) finished in 66 A.D. The many allusions to Christ's 
teaching bear little verbal agreement with the Gospels and suggest James wrote independent (and 
earlier?) than them (but also see notes on “Literary Form”, below). The anticipation of the second 
coming (5:7-9) is similar to 1 Th 4 and suggests an early date. 

2 External Evidence – James the Just was the leader of the Jerusalem church from about AD 40 until 
his martyrdom in AD 62. James seems to be quoted in 1 Clement (AD 96) and The Shepherd of 
Hermas and possibly by both Peter and Paul.  

 
PLACE OF WRITING 
The setting must be Palestine (for only there did farmers hire labour rather than use slaves (Cf. Jas 5:4). 
 
WRITTEN TO 
According to 1:1 it was written "to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations", which normally refers 
to Jews residing outside of Palestine, here more especially to Jewish Christians of the Dispersion, for 
there is no clear distinction in James between Jews and Jewish Christians.   
 
PURPOSE 
Since we have very little evidence about the precise circumstances of the readers, it is not easy to arrive at 
any definite conclusion regarding the purpose. The Epistle is essentially practical and would appear to be 
designed to correct certain known tendencies in behaviour which come out of the author's own personal 
pastoral experience. Such problems as the true attitude to wealth, the control of the tongue, the need for 
patience in time of distress, the need for humility are discussed. However, the main matter James seems 
concerned about is the misunderstanding of teaching of Justification by faith and he exposes the fallacy of 
a dead orthodoxy and insists that works, rather than faith, are the sign of true religion.  1:2, 12 suggest the 
church may have been facing a time of persecution. 
 
OUTLINE 
The vast majority of commentators are agreed that no consistent scheme is presented in this Epistle. It 
does not disclose any orderly sequence of ideas, but rather it represents a chain of individual admonitions, 
warnings, instructions, and maxims (of larger or smaller compass) which more or less randomly follow 
one another. Gabelein described it as "not a train of thought, but a string of pearls".  However a useful 
outline is: 
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1:1-18 Trials and temptation   God only gives good gifts 
1:19-27 Faith and works     Hear and obey the Word of God 
2:1-13 The Rich and the Poor   Avoid partiality and obey the law of love 
2:14-26 Faith and Works II    Faith without works is dead 
3:1-12 The Tongue      Tame your tongue! 
3:13-18 Wisdom        Abandon earthly, but seek heavenly wisdom 
4:1-10 Wisdom II       Penitence and humility precede peace and exaltation 
4:11-17 The Tongue II      Slander, bragging and boasting are evil 
5:1- 6 The Rich and Poor II   A warning to rich oppressors 
5:7-20 Trials and Temptations II  Patience and prayer and needed in time of trial 
 
CANONICITY 
From ancient times to the present, the opinions concerning the origin, character, time and value of James 
diverge widely from one another. It was used by no one, except Hermas, down to the end of the second 
century. The Muratorian Fragment omits it, but the Syriac Peshito contains it. Eusebius says some regard 
it as spurious, but he quotes it as Scripture. It was recognised as canonical by the Synods of Rome (382) 
and Carthage (397). Luther placed James (along with Hebrews, Jude and Revelation) at the end of his 
New Testament to form a kind of supplement; not even numbering them in the table of contents for he 
considered them of doubtful apostolic authority and of secondary value doctrinally. In the nineteenth 
century the authenticity was doubted on the ground of the language, because it opposed Paul or belonged 
to the post-apostolic historical period. 
 
THE THEOLOGICAL PROBLEM 
James has suffered much through misunderstandings, the most notable example of which was Martin 
Luther's statement, "it is simply an epistle of straw, since it has in it no quality of the gospel". "The 
difference between the two, however, is largely one of emphasis and definition.  For James 'Faith' means 
primarily an intellectual acceptance of a proposition about God . . . Paul would have agreed with James 
that this kind of faith is insufficient to save a man.  Faith, according to Paul, is far more than mere 
intellectual assent to a doctrine . . . it is belief, trust, and loyalty, the means whereby the believer comes 
into mystical union with Christ and receives the gift of the Spirit" (Metzger, 1969, p. 254). 
 
LITERARY FORM 
The Epistle is more like a sermon than a real letter. Except for the opening greetings, it has none of the 
other formal parts which were usual in ancient letters. The treatise is epigrammatic in style, hortatory in 
content (there are about 60 imperative verbs out of a total of 108 verses in the whole epistle). The book is 
saturated with Old Testament language and allusions. A further indication of Hebrew colouring is the 
large number of parallelisms in the Epistle. Another striking feature is the extended acquaintance with the 
Wisdom literature (especially Proverbs, Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus) which it exhibits. Of all the books in 
the New Testament (apart from the four gospels) this has the greatest number of parallels to the words of 
Jesus, particularly to His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount - but it does not appear to be copied from 
any known written source.  
 
KEYS 
Key Word: Works 
Key Verse: "As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead"  (2:26). 
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JUSTIFICATION 
 

(A comparison of Paul and James on Justification) 
 
TERM       JAMES           PAUL 
 
JUSTIFICATION:     a moral term         a legal (Forensic) term 
         (vindication)         (justification) 

is before:     People (Horizontal)      God (Vertical) 
A righteous standing before people  A righteous standing before God 

         Conditional          Positional 
 
WORKS       An active life of practical morality Dependence on law-keeping 
         Outward evidence of salvation   Attempts to gain salvation 
 
FAITH       Mental Ascent        Trust 
         Intellectual orthodoxy      Total commitment 
         After salvation        At the beginning of salvation 
 
ABRAHAM’S      Genesis 22          Genesis 15 
JUSTIFICATION    Works were the manifestation   Faith later confirmed    
          of his faith          by his works 
 
EMPHASIS ON:    Works           Faith 
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INTRODUCTION TO JUDE 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Saint Jude is the Patron Saint of Desperate Situations and also Patron Saint of the Chicago Police 
Department. He trusted in the power of the Cross of Christ Jesus. October 28 is Saint Jude’s Day. A 
prayer kit is available for just AU$24. Jude is one of the shortest books in the New Testament, but as 
Origen said, “While it consists of but a few verses, yet it is full of mighty words of heavenly grace’. 
 
TITLE 
The title ranges from simply 'of Jude' (e.g. ℵ B) through "The Epistle of Jude" (A C K) to "The Catholic 
epistle of the Apostle Jude" (E). (Our father's will, n.d., p. 155). This follows the standard practice of the 
Catholic Epistles to be named after the author. 
 
CANONICITY  
Jude is mentioned in the Muratorian Canon (c 170) and had a considerable use at an early period e.g., 
Clement of Rome (c 95) and Clement of Alexandria (c 155-215). It was accepted as authentic from the 
2nd century and recognised as canonical at the Third Council of Carthage 397 A.D. Most questionings 
arose from his use of Apocryphal books. 
PLACE IN CANON 
Jude is the pen-ultimate book in the Bible, coming just before the Book of Revelation. Its location, at the 
end of the Catholic Epistles, is probably two fold. First, its length and secondly, its late acceptance into 
the canon. 
 
CONTENT 
The Acts of the Apostates – those who turn back from the Truth they once held. 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
Jude (Judah or Judas = ‘praise’, Rom 2:29) describes himself as the "brother of James" (v1), i.e., 
presumably James, Bishop of Jerusalem, (Act 15:13, Gal 1:9) although there are, in fact, two Judas' 
mentioned in the New Testament who were related to a James (Cf. Lu 6:16). This Jude was not an 
apostle, but was the Lord's brother [or ½ brother], the son of Mary and Joseph (Cf. Mt 13:55). He does 
not refer to his earthly relationship to Christ, but is content to be "Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ" (v1). He 
seems to have been an unbeliever during our Lord's lifetime (Jn 7:3-4) but was apparently converted soon 
after the crucifixion (Act 1:14) and was among those who received the Holy Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost. It seems that Jude and others of the Lord's brothers became itinerant preachers and travelled on 
a number of missionary journeys (1 Co 9:5). An ironic twist is that this Judas writes against Apostates, 
and another Judas (Iscariot) was an apostate. 
 
DATE OF WRITING 
The epistle is undated as the message is applicable whenever similar situations occur. However, because 
of similarities with the Pastoral Epistles and 2 Peter it seems the date must have been between 65 and 67 
A.D., i.e., after the date of writing of 2 Peter but before the fall of Jerusalem. 
 
PLACE OF WRITING 
"Of the place where the Epistle was written, absolutely nothing is known. From its tone and references we 
should conjecture that the writer lived in Palestine; but even this much must be uncertain" (Alford, 1857, 
p. 194). 
 
OCCASION 
Jude was eager to write to his readers about salvation (v3) but felt compelled to warn them about certain 
immoral men who were perverting the grace of God. Jude is very similar to parts of 2 Peter. It may be 
that when Jude read Peter’s letter, he felt the need to send a similar letter to a group of churches which he 
knew were facing the same kind of problems 
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PURPOSE IN WRITING 
To warn the Christians against immoral teachers and alarming heresies which were endangering the faith 
of believers.  Jude is the only New Testament book devoted to apostasy.  Paul spoke of it (2 Th 2:3), and 
Peter mentioned it (2 Pe 2:1), but Jude traces it from its inception to its final and fatal development.  
 
RECIPIENTS 
The readers seem to be Hebrew-Christians. The letter does not mention the place where these believers 
lived but it seems that it was either Jerusalem or Antioch. Jude is a short tract, addressed to no particular 
church or district, but to Christians in general. He sends no greetings. The letter begins by saying that it 
was necessary for him to write concerning their common salvation (v3), as though it were a Jewish 
Christian writing to Gentiles. Perhaps the primary intention was for the circle of which the author was the 
pastor or prophet.  
 
STRUCTURE 
Jude was compelled to write contending for the faith in view of the coming apostasy. After a brief 
introduction he describes then denounces these false teachers. In conclusion, he dwells on character 
building and becoming conduct climaxing his epistle on a note of holy joy and worship of God. Note his 
fondness for triads. 
 
OUTLINE  
1 SALUTATION    vv 1-2  "Jude . . . to them that are sanctified" 
2 EXHORTATION   v 3   "earnestly contend for the faith . . . once delivered" 
3 THE DANGER    vv 4-16  "certain men crept in unawares"    (v4) 

Described    vv 4-11  "these filthy dreamers, defile the flesh" (v8) 
Denounced   vv12-16  "Enoch . . . prophesied of these saying" (v14) 

4 THE DUTY     vv17-23  "Remember the words which were spoken before" (v17) 
  To Recognise   vv17-19  "separate themselves, sensual, having not the spirit" (v19) 

To be Consistent vv20-23  "Keep yourselves in the love of God"   (v20) 
5 GRAND DOXOLOGY  vv24-25  "now unto Him that is able to keep you" (v24) 
 
LINKS WITH 2 PETER 
1 Jude contains simple passages which 2 Peter elaborates. 
2 2 Peter appears to base a single passage bearing on heretics on almost all of Jude. 
3 Peter omits passages that might be misunderstood, e.g., he is very vague about Michael's dispute with 

Satan (2 Pe 2:11, Cf. Jude 1:8-10). 
 
USE OF APOCRYPHAL BOOKS 
Jude alone refers to the Jewish Apocryphal books of Enoch and the assumption of Moses. In verse 14, he 
quotes almost verbatim from 1 Enoch 1:9, but Paul also refers to non-canonical writings Cf 1 Co 10:4 
where he refers to the rabbinical midrash; Act 17:28 where he refers to a heathen poet; and 2 Ti 3:8 where 
he alludes to a non-canonical source. 
 
KEYS 
KEY WORD Kept. 
KEY VERSE Jude 1:21, 24, “Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
     Christ to bring you to eternal life.  To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to  
     present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy."  
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INTRODUCTION TO FIRST PETER 
 
INTRODUCTION 
"Among the . . . Catholic Epistles none has been more widely used or more highly respected" (Harrison, 
1977, p. 371). It is one of the most anciently and most unanimously cited as authentic New Testament 
writings. 
 
TITLE 
 B read, “of Peter α”, most MSS read, “epistle of Peter α”, 1739 reads, “epistle of the apostle Peter α”, a א
few read, “the catholic epistle of Peter α”, some, “epistle from the holy and all praiseworthy apostle 
Peter”.  
 
CONTENT 
A warning of attack by Satan on the Church from outside and how to deal with it. 
The epistle of hope. 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
The genuineness of the epistle has rarely been questioned. 
INTERNAL EVIDENCE 

1 Name given - The author identifies himself as the apostle Peter (1:1). The aauthoritative tone 
supports this idea. 
2 Phraseology - The letter reflects the history and terminology of the Gospels and Acts (notably 
Peter's speeches); its themes and concepts reflect Peter's experiences and his associations in the period 
of our Lord's earthly ministry and in the apostolic age. There are many parallels between Peter's 
speeches in Acts with 1 Peter (Cf. 1 Pe 1:20-21 & Act 2:23; 1 Pe 4:5 & Act 10:42; 1 Pe 2:24 & Act 
5:30; 10:39; 1 Pe 1:17 & Act 10:34). 
3 Reminiscences - Many expressions allude to the life of Christ (e.g. 1 Pe 2:23; 3:18; 4:1; 5:1; etc.). 
4 Acquaintance with Paul - That Peter was acquainted with Paul and his letters is made clear in 2 Pe 
3:15-16; Gal 1:18; 2:1-21, etc. Coincidences in thought and expression with Paul's writings are 
therefore not surprising.  

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 
Eusebius lists 1 Peter among the undisputed works - apparently it was unchallenged. Irenaeus (c.185 
A.D.) is the first to quote it by name (Against Heresies, IV,ix,2) but there are many earlier allusions to 
it. 

OBJECTIONS 
1 The Historical Situation is said not in keeping with the times of Peter as persecution began with 
Domitian in 81 A.D., but the picture in Peter is of non-official persecution from the local populace in 
the form of slander, etc. (e.g. 4:14-15).  
2 The Greek style is too elegant for an uneducated Galilean fisherman, but the actual writing seems to 
have been done by Silas (5:12) who may have had quite a lot of liberty in writing.  
3 LXX Quotes – This epistle frequently quotes from the LXX. Peter would have quoted from the 
Hebrew OT. But given the wide Gentile readership (1:1) it made better sense to quote from the 
standard Greek text. 
4 Dependence on Paul's writings are alleged (e.g., 2:18-3:7), dealing with household obligations 
seems to be based on Ephesians, but remembering that Silas had been a close companion of Paul's may 
also explain this matter.  
5 Reference to Christ’s teaching - Insufficient references to Christ's teaching are seen as a problem 
by some but considering the subject matter this appears irrelevant.  
6 Muratorian Canon - 1 & 2 Peter are missing from the Muratorian Canon but some say the text of 
the fragment is open to doubt at this point. 
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DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING 
The Neronian persecution broke out in 64 A.D. and Peter was martyred in c.68 A.D. Since the letter 
shows acquaintance with the Prison Epistles it must have been written after 61 A.D. Most commentators 
suggest a date of 64-65 A.D. According to 5:13, "She who is in Babylon . . . sends you her greetings" - 
this is generally felt to mean that the church in Babylon sends them greetings. But which Babylon? 
1 Mesopotamian?  There was a Jewish settlement there but the city was nearly deserted at this time and 

so this conjecture is highly unlikely. Also there is no record of Peter ever having been there. 
2 Egyptian?  There was a Roman military outpost at a village called Babylon in North Egypt, but it 

seems to insignificant and lacks tradition 
3 Rome?  Most modern scholars feel this is the best alternative. Rome is the traditional origin and the 

reference to Mark (5:13) suits the known facts (Col 4:10). Peter's ministry was in the west and the 
order of provinces in 1:1 suggests a bearer coming from Rome to visit the churches. Babylon would be 
a good symbolic name for Rome because of their similarities in wealth, luxury and wickedness (Cf 
Rev 14:8; 18:2, etc.). Peter may have been motivated by security as, no doubt, John was. 

 
OUTLINE 
1:1-12  Comfort in trial through the Salvation of Christ. 
1:13-2:17 General Christian Conduct in times of trial. 
2:18:3:13 Social Christian Conduct in times of trial. 
3:14-4:19 Comfort in trial through the Example of Christ. 
5: 1-5   Ecclesiastical Christian Conduct in times of trial. 
5: 6-11  Comfort in trial through the Purpose of Christ. 
5:12-14  Conclusion. 
 
RECIPIENTS 
At first glance the letter seems to be written to Jewish Christian congregations (Cf 1:1) by the apostle to 
the circumcision (Gal 2:7). His frequent reference to Old Testament history, prophets, etc, would seem to 
endorse this view. But on closer examination there are many verses which seem to indicate a Gentile 
destination (e.g. 1:14, 'when you lived in ignorance'; 2:9-10, 'once you were not a people'; 4:2-5, 'you 
have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans do'.)  It is probably best to conjecture churches that 
were predominately Gentile but with a large nucleus of Jews. They were situated north of the Taurus 
Mountains, but their origin is unknown. They may have been established by visitors returning after 
Pentecost (Act 2:9) or even by Peter himself (1 Co 9:5). 
 
PURPOSE 
Peter wrote to warn the Christians of the forthcoming trials (4:12-13), and how to react to them (3:14-17). 
He not only encourages the oppressed (1:6-7), but strengthens faith (5:9); brightens hope (5:10) and 
exhorts to obedience (5:5). His purpose is two-fold, “I have written to you briefly, encouraging 
(exhorting – things to do) and testifying (things he wants them to know)” (1 Pe 5:12), and he wants to 
achieve two goals “grow in the grace (application of exhortations) and knowledge (application of 
testimony)’(2 Pe 3:18). 
 
OCCASION 
Peter, at the centre of the empire, believes that persecution will spread throughout the world and the 
Christians need to be warned and prepared for it. 
 
FEATURES 
1 Imperatives - Peter uses the imperative voice (gives commands) 34 times. 
2 Hapax legomena – The Epistle contains 62 words that occur no where else in the N.T. 
3 Message of hope – Peter’s message counters the natural human responses to suffering. 
4 Job – Peter has been called “The Book of Job” of the NT, because of it’s theme of undeserved 

suffering and steadfast submission to the sovereignty of God. 
5 Spirits in prison? – 1 Pe 3:18-22 is one of the most difficult passages in the NT 
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SECOND PETER 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Some people believe that this letter was written just for people living in “the last days”, however we 
believe that it was written for believers who needed this teaching in Peter’s day even as we need it today. 
 
TITLE 
Most ancient MSS simply read, "2 of Peter" but, as usual, L expands it to, "Second Catholic Epistle of the 
holy apostle Peter". 
 
CONTENT 
Warning of attacks on the church by the devil from the inside. 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
INTERNAL 
1 Direct Claims, 1:1, etc - But note a different name used from 1 Peter, which is a mark of authenticity. 
2 Historical personal allusions, 1:1,13-15,16-18 - Paint a detailed picture of the author. 
3 Previous letter, 3:1 - He claims to have written to them previously. Does this refer to 1 Peter? 
4 Equal with Paul, 3:15 - The writer puts himself level with Paul. Would Peter do this (Gal 2:11-14)?. 
EXTERNAL 
1 1 Clement 23:3 may refer to 2 Peter but he does not name him. 
2 Eusebius (HE.III.25.3,4) says that most accepted it, but he, himself, was doubtful. 
3 Origen (HE.6.25.11) says, "Peter blows on the twin trumpets of his own epistles". 
4 Attestation: No other canonical book is so poorly attested but it is still incomparably better supported 

than the best attested rejected book. 
 
THE PROBLEM 
1 Comparison with 1 Peter  

1 Diction: The Style of 2 Peter is quite different. It is 'pseudo-literary' and is described as "rough, 
terse, broken Greek, ambitious, artificial, and obscure". "It is the one book in the New Testament 
which gains by translation" (Clogg, 1961, p. 173). However, most conservatives believe that a 
different amanuensis would explain the differences.   

2 Doctrine: The subject matter of 2 Peter is also quite different. The resurrection is not mentioned, 
his Christology, Pneumatology, Soteriology and Eschatology are said to be too different, but again 
the different purpose of the letter may well explain the alleged differences. 

2 Comparison with Jude 
Who copied whom? 19 of Jude's 21 verses are virtually repeated in 2 Peter. It seems as if this problem 
will never be solved, but it really has little to do with the problem of the authorship of 2 Peter. 

3 The Reference to Paul (3:15) 
Suggests a very late date or does it? It may show us how quickly Paul's letters were recognised as 
"Scripture"! 

4 2 Pe 3:4 - Is said to imply a second generation of Christians but if "Fathers" means Old Testament 
Patriarchs the problem is solved. 

 
DATE OF WRITING 
Clearly it was written after Jude (see above) and before Peter's martyrdom. The reference to Paul and the 
writer’s impending death would suggest 64-67 A.D. Note the similarities between 2 Peter and 2 Timothy 
- both writers are aware that martyrdom was near (2 Ti 4:6; 2 Pe 1:14) both warn of apostasy and both 
reflect the joyful spirit of the author. So the probable date was about 66 A.D. 
 
PLACE OF WRITING 
If written shortly before his death then Rome seems the most likely place (Cf. 1 Pe 5:13). 
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OUTLINE 
1 Two preventatives against apostasy.  A holy walk; and The Holy Scriptures. 
2 A Warning against the apostates.   With a description of them and their teaching. 
3 An example of their apostasy.    Their denial of the Parousia. 
 
WRITTEN TO 
1 Jews - If 2 Pe 3:1 refers to 1 Peter, then the readers were Jews, but 3:1 may refer to a 'lost' letter of 

Peter's and in this case there is no solid evidence as to the destination of 2 Peter. Some feel that 3:2 
("your apostles") identifies them as Jews and also call attention to the fact that in 1:1 the writer calls 
himself Συµεων (Symeon = 'Simon', NIV) - the Jewish form of his name. 

2 Gentiles - On the other hand 'your apostles' is more probable if referring to Gentiles. Cf. 'our Lord . . . 
your apostles' (1:1, emphasis added) - addressing those who have received 'a faith as precious as ours' 
and 1:4 (‘those who have escaped the corruption of the world') seem more appropriate if written to 
Gentiles. Barclay (1986) points out that, in fact, in 1:1 the word "Symeon" is used only here and in 
Acts 15:14 where the context is Peter's ministry among Gentiles (p. 292). Harrison (1977) notes that 
"Jewish tradition . . . referred to with . . . caution, while . . . Paul is a recognised authority" (p. 423). 

3 Mixed Congregation - The recipients were most probably a mixed congregation to whom Peter had 
personally ministered, but their location is completely unknown. 

 
OCCASION 
The immediate occasion appears to be to prepare the believers against heresies beginning to infiltrate the 
church.  He denounces: 
1 Antinominians (libertines); and 
2 Anti-eschatological teaching (mockers) (Cf. 2 Ti 3:1; Tit 1:10). 
 
PURPOSE 
1 First Peter - Peter's first letter had been written to warn believers of persecution and trials and to 

encourage them in it. The persecution that Peter speaks about is the opposition that faces every 
believer of every age as foretold by the Lord Jesus (Jn 16:1-2) and demonstrated throughout Acts. 
Peter did not warn of the persecution of Nero only, for that persecution was confined to Rome alone, 
and there was no organized wide-spread persecution of Christians until the end of 1st Century when 
Domitian was the Emperor. Peter indicates that the opposition originates with Satan who is shown to 
be a “roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Pe 5:8).. 

2 2 Peter - In this second letter there is no reference to persecution or even suffering for the Lord's sake. 
However, Peter warns the believers of something far more dangerous as it is almost undetectable. It 
was the insidious undermining of all that made a believer in Christ distinctive in the midst of world 
that refuses to acknowledge the authority of God. It is the ' standard of godliness, truth and faith in 
God that makes a believer different. It was the attack upon all these things that was presenting a danger 
to the believers in the days where there was no opposition and no persecution. In 2 Co 11:12-15 we 
read of Satan being an “angel of light”. 

 
CANONICITY 
"No . . . book of the entire New Testament . . . has been more strenuously debated as to its authority and 
its place in early Christianity than this . . . epistle" (Harrison, 1977, p. 411). 2 Peter was accepted by the 
Council of Laodicea (363 A.D.) and the Council of Cathage (397 A.D.) but with greater hesitation than 
any other book. In the Reformation, Luther accepted it, Erasmus rejected it and Calvin was uncertain. 
 
KEYS 
Key Word  "Knowledge" 
Key Verse  "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ"  (3:18). 
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1 PETER 1:1-12 - COMFORT IN TRIAL THROUGH THE SALVATION OF CHRIST 
 

vv 1-2 – Introduction - Peter introduces himself as an Apostle and addresses the believers in various 
provinces. He reminds them of their election, sanctification and redemption. 

vv 3-5 - A Reserved Salvation - Believers are born into a new way of life and become heirs of a 
heavenly inheritance (3-4), he then goes on to link this future hope with our present security (5). 

vv 6-8 - Rejoice in this Salvation - The believer rejoices in spite of trials and afflictions (6) as these have 
a refining effect on true faith and they can, in fact, lead to inexpressible joy because faith has been 
fortified by love to Christ (7-8). 

v 9 - A Received Salvation - The result of faith is the present enjoyment of salvation.  
vv 10-12 - A Revealed Salvation - Christian salvation has a long history, for the prophets were granted 

insight through the Spirit into the sufferings and glories of Christ. The same Spirit has made it known 
to the readers, who have therefore become more privileged even than the angels. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES 
Verse 1, “Peter” – Originally ‘Simeon’ (= hearing) was given a new name by Christ (Mk 3:14-16). Peter 

(= rock) signifies Reputation or Character. 
“God's elect” – “chosen”. Those chosen as recipients of special favours and privileges (Cf. 2:4,6,9; 2 
Th 2:13; Jn 14:6; Deut 4:37; 7:6). 
“strangers in the world” – “sojourners, exiles, aliens, temporary residents” in contrast to citizens. 
People who had no rights and could be moved on at a moments notice. People temporarily residing on 
earth but whose home is in heaven (cf. 1:17; 2:11; Heb 11:8-16; Gen 12:7-9; Heb 13:14).  
“scattered throughout Pontus . . . Bithynia” – “Roman provinces in what is now Turkey” (NTLmg). 
Scattered means ‘of the dispersion’ (Jn 7:35; Jas 1:1). Peter writes to Jewish and Gentile Christians 
scattered throughout much of Asia Minor. People who were not only scattered but away from their true 
home-land (heaven). Many from this area were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Act 2:9-11). 

Verse 2, “Father. . . Spirit . . . Jesus Christ” - All three persons of the Trinity are involved in the 
redemption of the elect. 
“the foreknowledge of God the Father” – Foreknowledge is God’s eternal intention to bless. 
“the sanctifying work of the Spirit” – Set apart for a holy purpose. The order of the terms suggests 
that the sanctifying work of the Spirit referred to is the influence of the Spirit that draws one from sin 
toward holiness. Peter says it is "for" (or "to") obedience and sprinkling of Christ's blood, i.e., the 
Spirit's sanctifying leads to obedient saving faith and cleansing from sin (Cf. 1 Co 7:14; 2 Th 2:13).  
“obedience to Jesus Christ” – This is our part. God does his part and we must do our part. 
“sprinkling by his blood” – God's choice or election is designed to bring this about sprinkling by his 
blood. The benefits of Christ's redemption are applied to his people (Cf. Isa 52:15; Heb 9:11-14,18-
28). In Ex 24:7-8 the people were sprinkled as a result of their promise to obey (serve). In Ex 29:21 the 
priests were sprinkled as a result of their sanctification to priestly service (worship). 
“Grace and peace” – Cf. Jn 4:2; 14:27; 20:19; Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2.  

Verse 3, “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” –  
“In his great mercy” – “abundant mercy” (KJV)’. The source of our salvation. 
“new birth” – “begotten us again” (KJV)’ “born anew” (RSV). A decisive change of status and 
prospects (Jn 3:3,5,7). 
“a living hope” – In spite of the frequent suffering and persecution mentioned in this letter (v6; 2:12, 
18-25; 3:13-18; 4:1, 4, 12-19; 5:1, 7-10), hope is such a key thought in it that it may be called a letter 
of hope in the midst of suffering. In the Bible, hope is not wishful thinking but a firm conviction, much 
like faith that is directed toward the future. 
“through the resurrection” – Cf. 1 Pe 3:21, “saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ”. 
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Verse 4, “into an inheritance” – In the OT this word was used to describe the appointed portion to be 
possessed by each one of God’s people in Canaan (Num 27:7; 32:32). Believers are born again not 
only to a hope but also to the inheritance that is the substance of the hope. The inheritance is eternal - 
in its essence (it is not subject to decay) and in its preservation (it is divinely kept for us). (Cf. Deut 
10:9; 18:2; Psa 16:5-6; Eph 1:14). 
“never perish” – “Incorruptible” (KJV); “imperishable” (RSV). Not liable to destruction from 
without. It is untouched by death, i.e., it is eternal. 
“spoil” – “undefiled” (KJV). It is not liable to defilement from within. It is unstained by evil. 
“fade” – “fadeth not away” (KJV); “unfading” (RSV). It is not liable to decay from within. It is not 
impaired by time. It will not wither away as does a flower.  
“kept” – “reserved” (KJV). Perfect Participle – a past act with abiding consequences. This inheritance 
has been carefully put away for us and it is waiting for us to enjoy. 

Verse 5, “shielded by God's power” – “kept” (JKV), lit. ‘guarded by a garrison” (2 Co 11:32; Php 4:7).  
There are two sides to the perseverance of the Christian. 

1 The cause of the Christian’s perseverance is God's power; and 
2 The means of the Christian’s perseverance is his own faith. (Jas 1:6-7; Ct. Mk 6:5). 

“salvation” - The Bible says that salvation has three tenses: 
1 past - when a person first believes (e.g., Tit 3:5), 
2 present - the continuing process of salvation, or sanctification (v9; 1 Co 1:18), and 
3 future - when Christ returns and salvation, or sanctification, is completed through glorification 

(here; Rom 8:23,30).  
“in the last time” - .Cf. Jn 6:54, “has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day”. 

Verse 6, “In this” – In what? It could refer to ‘God’ (v3); to ‘Christ’ (v3); or to the whole content of vv3-
5, but it can’t refer to ‘salvation’ (v5) as it is a different gender.  
“you greatly rejoice” – Could be Imperative (“be truly glad”) or Indicative (“you are truly glad”). 
“to suffer grief” – “ye are in heaviness” (KJV). Ct. ‘you greatly rejoice’. The earthly trials may result 
in physical and mental distress, but the believer who see that, in God’s providence, the trials are for 
Christ’s glory can actually rejoice in suffering grief. 
“all kinds of trials” – “manifold temptations” (KJV).  The trials are manifold but the grace of God to 
meet them is also manifold (4:10). 

Verse 7, “These have come so that” – This explains the purpose of the grief (v6). 
“of greater worth than gold” – Gold was the most noble metal of their day - a good picture of faith. 
“may be proved genuine” – True faith is distinguished from counterfeit by trial, just a true gold is 
shown genuine by fire. 
“result in praise, glory and honor” – Both for the kept Christian and the keeping Christ. 
“when Jesus Christ is revealed” – apokalypsis ’revelation’ (RV). This describes not so much a 
‘coming’ of someone absent, but the visible, unveiling of someone who has been invisibly present all 
the time. 

Verse 8, “though you do not see him now” - Similar to Jesus' words to Thomas (Jn 20:29). 
“you believe” – Present Continuous Participle – an habitual, regular activity. 
“filled . . joy” – Expresses a strong feeling of joy. It is the word ‘greatly rejoice’ (v6) and ‘Rejoice and 
be glad’ (Mt 5:12). 
“inexpressible” – ‘unspeakable’ (KJV). Unable to be expressed. Incapable of putting into words. 
“glorious” – “exalted” (RSV)’ “already glorified” (Alford). 

Verse 9, “you are receiving” – Present Middle Participle, signifying acquiring for one’s self. A personal 
appropriation and enjoyment. 
“the goal of your faith” – The fulfilment, or consummation of our faith. 
“the salvation of your souls” – This refers to the Present aspect of Salvation in contrast to the Final 
aspect (‘the salvation of your body” v5). 
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Verse 10, “prophets . . . searched intently” - Inspiration (2 Pe 1:19-21) did not bestow omniscience. The 
prophets did not always understand the full significance of the words they spoke.  

Verse 11, “trying to find out the time and circumstances” – “searching what or what manner of time” 
(KJV). Sometimes the prophets “heard, but did not understand” (Dan 12:8). The prophets did not 
understand the time gap between the sufferings and the glory (Cf. Isa 52:14-15; 9:6-7). 
“Spirit of Christ” - The Holy Spirit is called this because Christ sent him (Jn 16:7) and ministered 
through him (Lk 4:14, 18). But the Spirit did not dwell in them permanently but cam as the Spirit of 
Revelation and Inspiration. Their prophecy was not of their own imagining but came from God. 
“the sufferings of Christ” - A theme running through the Bible (e.g., Psa 22; Isa 52:13-53:12; Jn 2:19; 
Act 3:17-21), and a basic concept in this letter (vv18-21; 3:17-22; 4:12-16; 5:1, 4, 9-10). Those who 
are united to Christ will also, after suffering, enter into glory. And they will benefit in the midst of 
their present sufferings from his having already entered into glory (vv3,8,21; 3:21-22).  
The prophets testified to three things:  

1 That God’s Christ must suffer (Act 3:18; Isa 50:4-7; 53:3-9); 
2 That this was the way for him to enter his “glories” (RV); and 
3 That among the results would be saving grace extended to the Gentiles (v10). 

Verse 12, “It was revealed to them” – They were told that the message was not for their contemporaries 
but for a people who were to live in a future time (Rom 15:4; 1 Co 10:11). 
“have now been told you” – The same Spirit who worked in the prophets now works in the preachers! 
“Holy Spirit sent from heaven” - By Christ, on the day of Pentecost (Act 2:33), at which Peter was 
present. God the Father also sent the Spirit (Jn 14:16, 26). 
“Even angels” – Our salvation has not been fully revealed to the angels (Rom 8:19). 
“long to look into” - Their intense desire is highlighted by the Greek word rendered "to look into." It 
means "to stoop and look intently" (Jn 20:5,11). The heavenly beings take an intense wondering 
interest in what God is doing for humans. 

 
1 PETER 1:13-2:17 - GENERAL CHRISTIAN CONDUCT IN TIMES OF TRIAL 

 
vv 13-21 - Fear God - The gospel involves transformation in thought and behaviour. The mind must be 

alert to make use of the grace provided (13) and the conduct must be conformed to God's holiness (14-
16). The Christian, like the Israelite, must never forget the deliverance already obtained in the past and 
the cost of that redemptive act. Indeed his present faith has as its basis a divine purpose which reaches 
back to a period before the beginning of the world. In Christ the believer may have absolute 
confidence for present and future. The resurrection is the guarantee of this (17-21). 

vv 22-2:3 - Love the Brotherhood - Purified souls have an obligation to love other Christians and this 
thought is supported by an appeal to the power of the Word of God in regeneration. Since the believers 
are regarded as new-born babes they have an ethical obligation to reject all that is opposed to love (1) 
and to foster the development of a genuine spiritual appetite. 

vv 4-8 – A Holy Priesthood - As Holy priests we offer spiritual sacrifices and worship Christ, the Chief 
Corner-stone. There have been two different reactions to Him: some have found him to be precious 
(7), but others stumbled through disobedience (8). 

vv 9-10 - A Royal Priesthood - We are also royal priests who serve Christ and witness to his transforming 
power. 

vv 11-12 - Honour All Men - Christians are aliens in a pagan environment, but their godly conduct 
should be the means of leading others to glorify God. 

vv 13-17 - Honour The King - Any Government official, from the Emperor downwards, who maintains 
just government, must be obeyed, for Christians are not intended to be anarchists. 
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EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 1:13- 
Verse 13, “Therefore” – “Wherefore”, KJV. In view of such a salvation Christians are urged to exercise 

mental diligence and moral discipline. 
“prepare” – “gird up the loins of your mind”, KJV. A metaphor which was suited to Peter’s time. In 
the language of the first century it meant that the reader should literally gather up his long, flowing 
garments and be ready for physical action.  In Australia we say, “Roll up your sleeves”, or “take off 
your coat”. It is a graphic call for action and means get ready for hard work. This is the first of a long 
series of imperatives that end at 5:11.  
“be self-controlled” – “be sober”, KJV. It means primarily abstinence from wine, but generally means 
moral alertness, disciplined self-control. 
“set your hope fully on” – “hope to the end”, KJV. Completely and without reserve. Radiant 
expectation is the hallmark of the Christian. 
“grace to be given you” – “the grace that is to be brought unto you”, KJV. Lit., ‘on the being brought 
to you grace”. The use of the Present Participle here may imply the first advent of Christ is in mind 
(Cf. Tit 2:11, “the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men”), but it also suggests that 
whenever Christ is reveled, grace will be there. Peter later indicates that a major purpose of this letter 
is to encourage and testify regarding the true grace of God (5:12). 

Verse 14, “obedient children” – “children of obedience”, RV. The idea is that their mother is 
‘obedience’, i.e., those who habitually practice obedience (Ct. Eph 2:2, “those who are disobedient”). 
Christians, born into the family of God (v23), are children of their heavenly Father (v17) and can pray, 
"Our Father in heaven" (Mt 6:9). Believers are also described as being adopted into God's family 
(Rom8:15). 
“do not conform” – “not fashioning”, KJV. Something superficial, transient, changing (Cf. Rom 12:2, 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world”). 

 “you lived in ignorance” – Primarily ignorance of God (Rom 12:1-2). 
Verse 16, Be holy, because I am holy” - To be holy is to be set apart - set apart from sin and impurity, 

and set apart to God. The complete moral perfection of God, whose eyes are too pure to look on evil 
with favor (Hab 1:13), should move his people to strive for moral purity. 1 Peter is a letter of practical 
earnestness, filled with exhortations and encouragements.  

Verse 17, “impartially” - See Ro 2:11; Jas 2:1.  
“reverent fear” - Not terror, but wholesome reverence and respect for God, which is the basis for all 
godly living (cf. Pr 1:7; 8:13; 16:6).  

Verse 18, “not with perishable things such as silver or gold” –  People were redeemed by silver (Ex 
30:13), but donkeys were redeemed by blood (Ex 13:13). 
“redeemed” - In the Bible, to redeem means to free someone from something bad by paying a penalty, 
or a ransom (e.g., Ex 21:30; 13:13). Likewise, in the Greek world slaves could be redeemed by the 
payment of a price, either by someone else or by the slave himself. In Ancient Israel there were two 
types of redemption: redemption by silver and redemption by blood. Every first born male was 
redeemed by silver (1 shekel about $1,000) and unclean animals were redeemed by the blood of a 
lamb. Similarly, Jesus redeems believers from the "curse of the law" (Gal 3:13) and "all wickedness" 
(Tit 2:14). The ransom price is not silver or gold, but Christ's blood (Eph 1:7; 1 Pe 1:19; Rev 5:9), i.e., 
his death (Mt 20:28; Mk 10:45; Heb 9:15) or Christ himself (Gal 3:13). The result is the "forgiveness 
of sins" (Col 1:14) and "justification" (Ro 3:24).  
“empty way of life . . . from your forefathers” - Some maintain that the recipients must have been 
pagans because the NT stresses the emptiness of pagan life (Rom 1:21; Eph 4:17). Others think they 
were Jews since Jews were traditionalists who stressed the influence of the father as teacher in the 
home. In the light of the context of the whole letter, probably both Jews and Gentiles are addressed.  

Verse 19, “lamb” - The OT sacrifices were types (foreshadowings) of Christ, depicting the ultimate and 
only effective sacrifice. Thus Christ is the Passover lamb (1 Co 5:7), who takes away the sin of the 
world (Jn 1:29). without blemish or defect (Heb 9:14). 
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Verse 20, “chosen” - Some think the Greek for this word means "foreknown," i.e., God knew before 
creation that it would be necessary for Christ to redeem man (cf. Rev 13:8), but he has revealed Christ 
in these last times. Others interpret the word as meaning that in eternity past God chose Christ as 
Redeemer. these last times (Cf. Ac 2:17; 1 Ti 4:1; 2 Ti 3:1; Heb 1:1; 1 Jn 2:18). 

Verse 22, “sincere love for your brothers” – “show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters” 
(NLT). Genuine, unhypocritical love.  
“love one another” - A command based on Jn 13:34-35; Cf. 1 Th 4:9-10 where Paul commends his 
readers for their love of fellow believers and then urges them to love still more. 
“deeply” - Fervently. The word is used of an athlete stretching before an event. 
“from the heart” - “with all your heart” (NLT); “Some early manuscripts from a pure heart” (NIVmg). 

Verse 23, “born again . . . through the . . . word of God” - The new birth comes about through the direct 
action of the Holy Spirit (Tit 3:5), but the word of God also plays an important role (Jas 1:18), for it 
presents the gospel to the sinner and calls on him to repent and believe in Christ (v25). 
“perishable seed . . . imperishable” - In this context the seed is doubtless the word of God, which is 
imperishable, living and enduring.  

1 PETER 2:1, “Therefore” - Connects the exhortations that follow with 1:23-25; compare "born again" 
(1:23) with "newborn babies" (2:2).  
“all malice” – κακια (kakia), “wickedness” KJV.  
“all deceit” – “guile” KJV. Deceitfulness 
“hypocrisy” – hypocrisy is literally to wear a mask, act a part. 
“slander of every kind” - .καταλαλιας (katalalias) “detractions”, “evil speakings” (KJV). 
Disparagement rather than open slander. 

Verse 2, “crave” – “desire” KJV. The word expresses an intense longing. The unrestrained hunger of a 
healthy baby provides an example of the kind of eager desire for spiritual food that ought to mark the 
believer.  
“spiritual milk” – “Spiritual” is λογικον (logikon), “of the word” KJV. It is the word translated as 
“your reasonable service” (KJV), and signifies figurative, metaphorical and hence spiritual. God's 
word (1:23,25). The author is speaking figuratively. Milk is not to be understood here as in 1 Co 3:2; 
Heb 5:12-14 - in unfavorable contrast to solid food - but as an appropriate nourishment for babies.  
“grow up” - Greek is the standard term for the desirable growth of children.  
“in your salvation” – This phrase is not in the KJV, but is supported by MSS אABCKP, etc. 

Verse 3, “have tasted” - The Greek tense (Aorist) suggests that an initial act of tasting is referred to. 
Since this taste has proved satisfactory, the believers are urged to long for additional spiritual food. 
“the Lord is good” – “gracious” KJV, Good, kind. Quoted from Psa 34:8. 

Verse 4, “As you come to him” – “Come to him” RSV. The word is used in Hebrews of approach for 
worship or priestly service and this is probably the idea here. 
“living Stone” –. Christ (vv6-8; Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10-11; Lk 20:17; Act 4:11; Rom 9:33). The Stone is 
living and alive forever more; in that it is personal. Furthermore he is a life-giving Stone. Christ as the 
Son of God has life in himself (Jn 1:4; 5:26). See also "living water" (Jn 4:10-14; 7:38), "living bread" 
(Jn 6:51) and "living way" (Heb 10:20).  
“rejected by men but chosen by God” - Peter repeatedly makes a contrast in Acts between the hostility 
of unbelieving men toward Jesus and God's exaltation of him (Act 2:22-36; 3:13-15; 4:10-11; 10:39). 

Verse 5, “living stones” - Believers are not literal pieces of rock, but are persons. In addition, they derive 
their life from Christ, who is the original living Stone to whom they have come (v4), the "life-giving 
spirit" (1 Co 15:45). These references to stones may well reflect Jesus' words to Peter in Mt 16:18.  
“spiritual house” - The house is spiritual in a metaphorical sense, but also in that it is formed and 
indwelt by the Spirit of God. Every stone in the house has been made alive by the Holy Spirit, sent by 
the exalted living Stone, Jesus Christ (Act 2:33). The OT temple provides the background of this 
passage (Jn 2:19; 1 Co 3:16; Eph 2:19-22).  
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“a holy priesthood” – “you are his holy priests” (NLT).holy priesthood. The whole body of believers. 
The analogy is the priest in fine linen on the Day of Atonement entering into the Holiest of all with the 
blood to make atonement (Lev 16:4,12-16). As Holy Priests we offer sacrifices and worship, we are to: 

1 reflect the holiness of God and that of their high priest (1:15; Heb 7:26; 10:10); 
2 offer spiritual sacrifices (here); 
3 intercede for man before God; and 
4 represent God before man.  

“spiritual sacrifices” – No longer animal sacrifices but spiritual – we offer a variety of offerings: 
1 bodies offered to God (Rom 12:1); 
2 money or material goods (Php 4:18; Heb 13:16); 
3 praise to God (Heb 13:15, Psa 116:17); and 
4 doing good (Heb 13:16). 

“acceptable to God” - Through the work of our Mediator, Jesus Christ (Jn 14:6). Believers are living 
stones that make up a spiritual temple in which, as a holy priesthood, they offer up spiritual sacrifices.  

Verse 6, “in Scripture it says” – A quote from Isa 28:16 LXX. 
“I lay a stone in Zion” – “a cornerstone in Jerusalem” (NLT). Cf. Psa 118:22; Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10; 
Lk 20:17; Act 4:11. An obvious reference to Christ (vv6-8). The cornerstone, which determined the 
design and orientation of the building, was the most significant stone in the structure. The picture that 
Peter creates is of a structure made up of believers (living stones, v5), the design and orientation of 
which are all in keeping with Christ, the cornerstone.  
“a chosen and precious cornerstone” – Cornerstone is lit., “the head of the corner” (v7), the 
“capstone” on the top corner (see the article, “Building with stone” at the end of these notes). 
“the one who trusts in him” - Two attitudes toward the cornerstone are evident:  

1 Some trust in him; 
2 Others reject him (v7) and, as a result, stumble and fall (v. 8).  

 “will never be put to shame" – “Not be confounded” KJV, not be ashamed. 
Verse 7, “this stone is precious” – Lit., “to you is the honour”. The different meanings of τιµη (time) 

‘honour’ and the significance of the Dative Case has led to a variety of interpretations, including: 
1 “In your sight is the preciousness”, i.e., “You, who believe, regard Him as precious in contrast to 

the unbelievers who reject him”; 
2 “Yours, who believe, is the honour”. Here τιµη is taken to contrast with “put to shame” which will 

be the lot of the unbeliever. 
“the builders rejected” – The analogy is of the quarry-men sending a vertical-grained block along with 
the wall blocks. The builders cannot use it and so “reject” it – only to stumble over it during the 
building operations (v8), but this same block becomes the “head stone” (v7). 
“the capstone” – “Or Cornerstone” (NIVmg). 

Verse 8, “A stone that causes men to stumble” – A loose stone in the way that trips the passer-by. 
“a rock that makes them fall" – “a rock of offence” KJV. A fixed obstacle over which one falls. 
“what they were destined for” – “they were appointed” KJV. Either: 
1 Some people are destined to fall and be lost;  
2 unbelievers are destined to be lost because God in his foreknowledge (1 Pe 1:2) saw them as 

unbelievers; OR 
3 Peter means that unbelief is destined to result in eternal destruction.  

Verse 9, “chosen people” - As Israel was called God's chosen people in the OT, so in the NT believers 
are designated as chosen, or elect (Eph 1:4; Isa 43:10,20; 44:1-2). γενος (compared to λαος) involves 
the idea of hereditary privilege. 
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“a royal priesthood” – “You are royal priests” (NLT); Cf. Isa 61:6. The word, “royal” is the 
translation of the Greek word, “king”. The Levitical priests were priests only, but we are king-priests, 
associated with the Lord Jesus who is a priest after the order of Melchisedek (Heb 7:17). The analogy 
here is to the Day of Atonement. After the priest came out of the Most Holy Place he changed into the 
garments of beauty and glory and then come out and declared to the waiting people that atonement had 
been made for their sins (Lev 16). As Holy priests we offer spiritual sacrifices, but as Royal priests we 
show forth the praises of Him who called us. 
“a holy nation” – Cf. 1 Pe 1:15-16. 
“people belonging to God” – “a peculiar people” KJV, “a people for a possession”, “God’s own 
people” RSV. Cf. Deut 4:20; 7:6; 14:2; Isa 43:21; Mal 3:17. Though once not the people of God, they 
are now the recipients of God's mercy (Hos 1:6-10; Rom 9:25-26; 10:19).  
“you may declare” – “show forth” KJV. The duties of a Royal Priest. 
“the praises” – “excellencies” RSV; “wonderful deeds” RSV. Virtues. 

Verse 10, “not a people” – Cf. Hos 1:6,9; 2:1,22; Rom 9:25-26. In Hosea it is Israel who is not God's 
people; in Romans it is the Gentiles to whom Paul applies Hosea's words; in 1 Peter the words are 
applied to both.  

Verse 11, “aliens and strangers” - As aliens and strangers on earth, whose citizenship is in heaven, they 
are to be separated from the corruption of the world, not yielding to its destructive sinful desires.  

Verse 12, “ Live such good lives among the pagans” – “conversation”, KJV. Behaviour, conduct. Peter 
now gives the positive aspect and seems to give a four-fold contrast: 

  Present time    (Now)  They accuse   You  Of doing wrong 
  On the day he visits (Future)  They glorify  God  For your good deeds 
 “good lives” – καλος (kalos), “honest” KJV. Used of goodness that is seen (moral beauty), deeds that 

can be seen to be good (Mt 5:16). Rather than αγαθος (agathos) inward beauty. 
“the pagans” – εθνος (ethnos), “Gentiles”, KJV. Lit., “Nations”. People generally.  
“see your good deeds” - The Greek word translated "see" refers to a careful watching, over a period of 
time. The pagans' evaluation is not a "snap judgment."  
“glorify God” –  The believer's good life may influence the unbeliever to repent and believe. 
“on the day he visits us” – “when He judges the world” (NLT). Could mean: 

1 When you face trial before a magistrate; 
2 God’s day of judgment on your persecutors; or 
3 The Day of God’s grace when he saves a person. 

Verse 13, “Submit yourselves” – Second Aorist Passive has the Middle force, “accept the position in 
which you find yourselves!” A lesson that Peter had learnt in the School of Experience. 
“every authority instituted among men” – “Every human institution” (RSV). This is a difficult 
expression. The Greek verb is used exclusively for the actions of God and the noun form is used for 
the outcomes of His actions. The idea here seems to be that submission is required to human laws 
because of they are of divine origin, for all authority established among men depends on God for its 
existence (Rom 13:1-2). 
“for the Lord's sake” -  Indirectly, when one disobeys a human ruler he disobeys God, who ordained 
the system of human government (Rom 13:2). The true motive of our obedience is for the glory of God 
(1 Co 10:31). 
“to the king” - When Peter wrote, the emperor was the godless, brutal Nero, who ruled from A.D. 54 
to 68. Of course, obedience to the emperor must never be in violation of the law of God (to see this 
basic principle in action see Act 4:19.) 

Verse 14, “to punish” – The Greek word means, ‘vengeance’. The vindication of justice on evil doers. 
Verse 15, “silence” – The word means, ‘to muzzle”, and is the word Jesus used in Mk 1:25, “Be silent!” 

“ignorant” – Not the lack of knowledge but the lack of perception. Good citizenship counters false 
charges made against Christians and thus commends the gospel to unbelievers.  
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Verse 16, “Live as free men” – They were free, but their freedom was limited by the fact that they were 
slaves. It is a paradox – only god’s slaves know true freedom. This does not authorize rebellion against 
constituted authority, but urges believers freely to submit to God and to earthly authorities (as long as 
such submission does not conflict with the law of God).  
“as a cover-up for evil” - Genuine freedom is the freedom to serve God, a freedom exercised under 
law.  

Verse 17, “proper respect to everyone” – In this verse Peter summarizes the teaching of 1:13 to 2:16. The 
use of the Aorist Imperative makes it an emphatic command.  We are to respect all because every 
human being bears the image of God. 
“Love the brotherhood of believers” – “Greek love the brotherhood” (NLTmg); “love your Christian 
brothers and sisters” (NLTmg). 

 
1 PETER 2:18-3:13 - SOCIAL CHRISTIAN CONDUCT IN TIMES OF TRIAL 

 
In this section Peter continues with his exhortations concerning conduct in the face of possible trial by the 
church. But this time the area of exhortation is social - he speaks to servants (2:18-27), wives (3:1-6), 
husbands (3:7) and all (3:8-13). 
vv 18-25 - Servants - Slaves must respect masters, whatever their character might be (18). There should 

be no resentment even of wrong punishment, in view of the supreme example of Christ, whose 
punishment was not for His own sins (for he did no sin 22) but ours. 

3:1-6 – Wives - Wives must be subject to their husbands, even as Sarah obeyed Abraham (v6). Wives 
with unbelieving husbands may win them to Christ by their example. The approach to adornment 
should be modest. 

v 7 – Husbands - Husbands are to honour their wives as joint-heirs so that this prayer team is united, 
vv 8-13 - All - The most pressing need is for Christian Unity, which involves humility and developing 

brotherly love. Retaliation must be excluded and replaced by blessing, a principle which he illustrates 
from Psalm 34. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 2:18- 
Verse 18, “Slaves” – This is not δουλος (doulos) the normal word for slave, but οικεται (oiketai) = a 

domestic or ‘household servant’ (RVmg). and describes a household servant, whatever their particular 
training or functions. The context indicates that Peter is addressing Christian slaves. NT writers do not 
attack slavery as an institution (Eph 6:5), but the NT contains the principles that ultimately uprooted 
slavery. Peter's basic teachings on the subject may apply to employer-employee relations today (Eph 
6:5-8; Col 3:22-25; 1 Ti 6:1-2; Tit 2:9-10). 
“considerate” – “gentle” (KJV). Fair and reasonable. 
“harsh” – “Overbearing” (RSV). Perverse disposition. 

Verse 19, “commendable” – “thankworthy” (KJV); “approved” (RSV). This is a worthy response to 
God’s grace given to you. 
“conscious of God” - As submission to duly constituted authority is "for the Lord's sake" (v13; Eph 
6:7-8), so one will submit to the point of suffering unjustly if it is God's will.  
“unjust suffering” – “Suffering wrongfully” (KJV). Enduring undeserved punishment is worth of 
commendation (Cf. Lu 6:27-35). 

Verse 20, “your credit” – “glory” (KJV). Refers to human opinion and means a good report or fame. 
“a beating for doing wrong” – A blow with a fist (Cf. Mk 14:65), or a stroke of a scourge was an 
almost daily occurrence for most slaves.  
“if you suffer for doing good” – Peter does not explain what “doing good” means. Is it witnessing for 
Christ? Defending another person who is being beaten unjustly?  
“commendable before God” – “acceptable with God” (KJV). .Same word as “commendable” (v19). 
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Verse 21, “To this you were called” - The patient endurance of injustice is part of God's plan for the 
Christian. It was an important feature of the true grace of God experienced by the readers (5:12). 
“Christ suffered for you” – υπερ (huper) ‘on your behalf’. The substitutionary suffering of Christ for 
us is shown as a motive for suffering. We have an obligation of gratitude to act in a Christ-like way 
even in the midst of suffering. 
“an example” – A model used for imitation such as the headline of a copy-book. Christ is the supreme 
example of suffering evil for doing good. His experience as the suffering Servant-Saviour transforms 
the sufferings of his followers from misery into privilege (Isa 52:13-53:12). 
“follow” – To follow closely after, Ct. Mk 14:54 where Peter followed afar of. 
“his steps” – in his footprints. 

Verse 22, “no sin” - Scripture teaches the sinlessness of Christ in the clearest of terms, allowing for no 
exception (1:19; Act 3:14; 2 Co 5:21; Heb 4:15; 7:26; 1 Jn 3:5). Note Christ, “did no sin” (here); 
“knew no sin” (2 Co 5:21); and “in him is no sin” (1 Jn 3:5). This testimony of sinlessness is from one 
whom had known him intimately. 

Verse 23, “they hurled their insults” – At the trial. 
“He did not retaliate” - Prominent examples of our Lord's silent submission are found in Mt 27:12-14, 
34-44. 
“he suffered” – Death on the cross. 
“he entrusted himself’ – “committed himself” (KJV). Cf. Lu 23:46, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit"). All of these verbs are Imperfect tense. These were the habitual attitudes and actions of Christ. 

Verse 24, “bore our sins” – ανηνεγκεν (anenegken) Carried up. Aorist tense – a definite act generally 
used of a sacrificial significance. The idea is carrying to a goal. Although dealing with the example set 
by Christ, Peter touches also on the redemptive work of Christ, which has significance far beyond that 
of setting an example. Peter here points to the substitutionary character of the atonement. Christ, like 
the sacrificial lamb of the OT, died for our sins, the innocent for the guilty (Isa 53:12). 
“tree” - The cross (Act 5:30; 10:39; 13:29; Gal 3:13).  
“that we might die to sins and live for righteousness” - Peter stresses the bearing of the cross on our 
sanctification. As a result of Christ's death on the cross, believers are positionally dead to sin so that 
they may live new lives and present themselves to God as instruments of righteousness (Rom 6:3-14).  
“by his wounds” – ‘stripes’, KJV. Lit. ‘a wound left from a lash’. 
“you have been healed” - Not a reference to physical healing, though some believe that such healing 
was included in the atonement (Mt 8:16-17). Others see spiritual healing in this passage. It is another 
way of asserting that Christ's death brings salvation to those who trust in him (Isa 53:5). 

Verse 25, “like sheep going astray” – πλανωµενοι (planomenoi) ‘wandering’. Straying aimlessly. 
“you have returned” – επεστραφητε (epestraphete) ‘turned’. Cf. Lu 22:32, “when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers". 
“Shepherd” - A concept raised here in connection with the allusion to the wandering sheep of Isa 53. 
The sheep had wandered from their shepherd, and to their Shepherd (Christ) they have now returned 
(Psa 23:1; Jn 10:11, 14; Heb 13:20). 
“Overseer” - Christ (5:2,4; Act 20:28). Elders are to be both shepherds and overseers, i.e., they are to 
look out for the welfare of the flock. These are not two separate offices or functions; the second term is 
a further explanation of the first.  
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1 PETER 3:1, “in the same way” – In the way that believers are to submit to government authorities 
(2:13-17), and slaves are to submit to their masters (2:18-25).  
“be submissive” - The same Greek verb as is in 2:13,18, a term that calls for submission to a 
recognized authority. Inferiority is not implied by this passage. The submission is one of role or 
function necessary for the orderly operation of the home. Cf. Eph 5:22, “Wives, submit to your husbands as 
to the Lord”. 
“if any of them do not believe” – απειθουσιν (apeithousin). More than just unbelief – deliberately 
setting oneself against the truth. 
“the word” -  The gospel message.  
“without words” – They do not obey “the word” but are won without “a word” being spoken by the 
wife. However they cannot be converted without “The Word” (1:23). Believing wives are not to rely 
on argumentation to win their unbelieving husbands, but on the quality of their lives. 
“the behavior of their wives” – “conservation”, KJV. Not speech but behaviour, manner of life. 

Verse 2, “when they see” – Observe, Lit., “having contemplated”. 
“purity” – “chaste”, KJV. Pure, not just chaste. 
“and reverence” - Their lives are to be marked by a moral purity that springs from reverence toward 
God.  

Verse 3, “braided hair” – Platted hair such as was the custom of high class Romans and Greek women 
(Cf. 1 Ti 2:9; Isa 3:18). Christian women should not show extremes of adornment for beauty.  
“wearing of gold jewelry” – Golden combs, nets, bracelets and anklets, etc. 
“clothes” - The Greek for this word simply means "garment," but in this context expensive clothes are 
meant. (Cf. Jas 5:1-5). The description of external adornments (proper to heathen society) seems based 
on Isa 3:17-23. 

Verse 4, “your inner self” – Lit., ‘the hidden man of the heart’. The inner person in contrast with the 
outward (the flesh). The words are identical with Rom 7:22 (“in my inner being I delight in God's law”) and 
Eph 3:16 (“he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being”). 
“the unfading beauty” – We were redeemed “not with perishable things” (1 Pe 1:18). In a similar way our 
true beauty does not depend on perishable things such as hair styles, jewelry or fancy clothes. 
Christians are clothed with Heavenly garments. 

Verse 5, “holy women of the past” - The standards stated by Peter are not limited to any particular time 
or culture.  

 “submissive” – A repetition of the same verb as in 2:13,18; 3:1,22; & 5:5, which is one of the key-
notes of the letter. 

Verse 6, “her master” - An expression of the submission called for in v1. 
“her daughters . . . fear” - Christian women become daughters of Sarah as they become like her in 
doing good and in not fearing any potential disaster, but trusting in God (Cf. Pr 3:25-27).  

Verse 7, “in the same way” –  As in v1, links back to 2:17, “honour all men”. 
“be considerate” – κατα γνωσις (kata gnosis), lit., “according to knowledge”, “live considerately” 
RSV. Refers especially to sexual relationships. Show practical understanding and tact in all the 
relationships of married life. If the wife’s duty is Trust (submission), the husband’s is Love 
(consideration). Consideration is an evidence of true love. The husband is not to be over bearing. The 
“marital rights” of the husband are not to be exercised selfishly nor for mere gratification of appetite. 
God will not hear the prayers of a man who bullies his wife.  
“you live with your wives” – Domestic relationships. 
“treat them with respect” – απονεµοντες τιµην (aponemontes timen) lit., “assigning honour”. 
“bestowing honour”, RSV. The wife is required to be faithful, and the husband is to respect her. 
“weaker partner” – “the weaker sex” RSV. Not a reference to moral stamina, strength of character or 
mental capacity, but most likely to sheer physical strength. In God’s sight she is equal. 
“heirs with you of the gracious gift of life” - Women experience the saving grace of God on equal 
terms with men (Gal 3:28).  
“hinder your prayers” - Spiritual fellowship, with God and with one another, may be hindered by 
disregarding God's instruction concerning husband-wife relationships. True prayer can only rise out of 
a true home life. 
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Verse 8, “Finally, all of you” – i.e., to sum up.  This introduces a section of general duties in contrast to 
the detailed particular duties which proceeded. 
“love as brothers” – “Love each other as brothers and sisters” (NLT)’; “Greek. Show brotherly love” 

NLTmg).Cf. 1 Th 4:9-10; Heb 13:1. 
 “be compassionate” – “pitiful” (KJV); “tender hearted” (RV).  
 “and humble” – “courteous” (KJV); “humble minded” (RV), i.e., make a conscious effort to be truly 

humble (Php 2:5-8). 
Verse 9, “Do not repay evil with evil” – This command reminds us of Jesus’ command, “Do not resist an evil 

person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Mt 5:39; Cf. Rom 12:17; 1 Th 5:15). 
“to this you were called” – In Rom 8:28 Paul reminds us that we all “have been called according to his 
purpose”. Part of that purpose is to live lives that reflect Christ in us. 
“so that you may inherit a blessing” – It is not in order to inherit a blessing that we must bless, but 
because we have been chosen to receive a blessing, i.e., our portion is a blessing. 

Verse 10, “For” – Verses 10, 11 & 12 are quotes (or paraphrases) of Psa 34:12-16 (LXX). The 
explanatory conjunction "For," shows that he views the quotation as giving reasons for obeying the 
exhortation of v9. According to the psalmist: 
1 the one who does such things will find life to be most gratifying (v10); 
2 his days will be good (v10); 
3 God's eyes will ever be on him to bless him (v12);and 
4 God's ears will be ready to hear his prayer (v12). 

Verse 11, “seek peace and pursue it” – “pursue” is used to describe the strongest form of seeking. 
Verse 12, “eyes of the Lord” – Christians find peace and calmness in the omniscience of God. God 

knows all. He protects his own and punishes those who oppose him. 
“eyes” – The eyes guide and also mark approval. 
“ears” – He is open to our prayers in contrast to the unrighteous (Isa 59:2). 
“face” – He set his face in opposition to the wicked. 

Verse 13, “Who . . . harm you” - As a general rule, people are not harmed for acts of kindness. This is 
especially true if one is an enthusiast ("eager") for doing good. Remember that suffering produces 
blessings (v14). 

 
1 PETER 3:14-4:19 - COMFORT IN TRIAL 'l'HROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST 

 
In this section Peter merges his exhortations with comfort available to the believer. He reiterates his 
warning that they must be blameless for only then can they be sure they are suffering for Christ's sake. 
3:14-17 -The blessing of suffering wrongfully - This is at once a paradox, but several important 

principles are given. The fear of man is to be replaced by reverence for Christ (vv14-15). The 
Christian's defence must be characterized by Christian behaviour (vv15-16). 

3:18-22 - Comfort in suffering through the example of Christ - Undeserved suffering is not alien to 
Christianity for Christ Himself suffered unjustly, but this has resulted in His being able to bring us to 
Cod (v18). During the time Christ's body lay in the grave, His spirit was active in preaching to the 
spirits who were imprisoned because of their disobedience in Noah’s day. The flood is seen to be a 
type of baptism. 

4:1-6 - Suffering in the flesh contrasted to indulging the flesh - Christ's example should lead to the 
ready acceptance of suffering in the flesh when God wills it and a firm rejection of indulging the flesh. 
Those who indulge in human passions must be prepared to render an account to the divine judge. 

4:7-11 - Comfort in suffering through the ministry of Christians - The thought of approaching 
judgement leads Peter to urge some practical principles of behaviour. Soberness, love, hospitality 
liberality, ministry, and service are all shown to be means whereby God maybe glorified and by which 
suffering saints may be comforted. 
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4:12-19 - Christian conduct in suffering - A fiery ordeal is anticipated and the readers must be prepared 
(12). One encouragement is the thought of sharing Christ's glory as well as His suffering (13). Another 
is the obvious contrast between Christians and common criminals in the reason for their suffering (15-
16). If reproached for the name of Christ, Christians must glorify God (14). The thought of judgement 
re-occurs, but this time relative to Christians (17-18). The thing to do is to entrust one's soul to God 
(19). 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 3:14- 
Verse 14, “even if you should suffer” - In the Greek (the optative mood), this conditional clause is the 

furthest removed from stating a reality. Suffering for righteousness is a remote possibility, but even if 
it does occur, it brings special blessing to the sufferer (see Mt 5:10-12).  

 “blessed” – “happy” (KJV). Suffering does not remove the blessing but rather adds to it. 
“Do not fear what they fear” – “Or not fear their threats” (NIVmg). In Isaiah's context God's people 
are not to view things as unbelievers do. They are not to make worldly judgments or be afraid of the 
enemies of God. Instead, they are to fear God (Isa 8:13).  

Verse 15, “set apart Christ” – “sanctify” (KJV); “reverence” (RSV); i.e., “honour as holy”. 
“as Lord” – In the Greek text the word Lord comes first (“but Lord the Christ sanctify”) to emphasise 
the point. In Isaiah the text reads, “Sanctify Jehovah of hosts Himself” which is a strong argument for 
the deity of Christ. The 1st ed. of the NIV reads, “acknowledge Christ as the holy Lord”. 
“always be prepared” – “be ready always” (KJV). The believer is always to be ready to speak when 
called on to defend their faith. 
“to give an answer” – Lit., an apology (απολογιαν) – a defense of the faith. 
“everyone who asks you” – The primary reference is to answering a charge in court. 
“a reason for the hope” – All Christians should be well grounded in the fundamentals of the faith. 

Verse 16, “with gentleness” – “meekness” (KJV)”. Attitude to the questioner. 
“and respect” – “fear” (KJV). Attitude to God. Our apologetic ("answer") is always to be given with 
love, never in degrading terms.  
“ashamed of their slander” – In 2:12 the accusation was based on rumour, here is it based on perjury. 

Verse 17, if it is God’s will” – Lit., “if the will of God wills it”, emphasising Divine Providence. 
Verse 18, “Christ died for sins once for all” – “Christ suffered for our sins” (NLT, so some MSS). (Cf. 

Heb 9:28). Christ’s work is finished (Jn 19:30). 
 “for sins” – i.e., as our sin offering (Rom 8:3). 

“the righteous for the unrighteous” – In the Greek, there are no definite articles (i.e., “rightous for 
unrighteous”). This emphasizes the quality or nature, i.e., a person who is righteous in character on 
behalf of those who are unrighteous in character. Peter, like Paul in Php 2:5-11, refers to Jesus as an 
example of the type of conduct that should characterize the Christian. We are to be ready to suffer for 
doing good (vv13-14, 17). The thought of Christ's suffering and death, however, leads Peter to 
comment on what occurred after Christ's death - which leads to tangential remarks about preaching to 
the spirits in prison and about baptism (vv19-21). 
“to bring you to God” – ‘bring’ is a technical word literally meaning, ‘to lead to’ and is used of 
gaining an audience for another. “that he might provide an entrée into the presence of God”. 
“put to death in the body” – Aorist participle. “Being put to death in respect of flesh”. 
“alive by the Spirit” – “raised to life in the Spirit” (NLT); “OR in spirit” (NLTmg). Referring to the 
resurrection. Elsewhere the resurrection is attributed to the Father (Act 2:32; Gal 1:1; Eph 1:20) and to 
the Son (Jn 10:17-18). If the NIVmg is correct, the reference would be to Christ's own spirit, through 
which also "he preached to the spirits in prison" (v19). 
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Verse 19, “through whom” – “through which” (NIVmg). “in which spirit” or “by means of which spirit”. 
“he went” – πορευοµαι (poreuomai) – ‘to go on a journey’, Cf. Lu 23:46; Eph 4:9; Act 2:31. 
“preached” – κηρυσσω (kerusso) “to make an official proclamation”, not necessarily the Gospel. 
“to the spirits in prison” – There are two different prisons in the unseen world: 
1 Tartartus  2 Pe 2:4; and 
2 Abusson  Lu 8:31; Rev 9:1. 
“Spirits” is used of both angels and demons, and some say it also refers to the “sons of God” (Gen 
6:1), cf. Heb 12:23.  There are a number of interpretations of this passage: 
1 In his pre-incarnate state Christ went and preached through Noah to the wicked generation of that 

time, i.e., the spirit of Christ preached through Noah. The weakness of this view is that it does not 
relate the event to Christ's death and resurrection, as the context seems to. 

2 Between his death and resurrection Christ went to the prison where fallen angels are jailed and there 
preached to the angels who are said to have left their proper state and married human women during 
Noah's time (Gen 6:1-4; 2 Pe 2:4; Jude 1:6). The "sons of God" of Gen 6:2, 4 are said to have been 
angels, as they are in Job 1:6; 2:1. The message he preached to these evil angels was probably a 
declaration of victory. The weakness of this view is that it assumes sexual relations between angels 
and women, and such physical relations may not be possible for angels since they are spirits. 

3 Christ preached to the angels involved in the fall of Lucifer (Isa 14:12-17; Ez 28:12-19) 
4 Between death and resurrection Christ went to the place of the dead and preached to the spirits of 

Noah's wicked contemporaries. What he proclaimed may have been the gospel, or it may have been 
a declaration of victory for Christ and doom for his hearers. The weakness of this view is that the 
term "spirits" is only used of human beings when qualifying terms are added. Otherwise the term 
seems restricted to supernatural beings. 

Verse 20, “who disobeyed long ago” – Hort described them as “typical rebels” 
 “God waited patiently” – Cf. Gen 6:3, “My Spirit will not contend (strive, KJV) with man forever” 

“saved through water” – “saved from drowning in that terrible flood” (NLT). “through” could be 
either instrumental (“saved by means of water”) or local (“saved by passing through water”). 

Verse 21, “water symbolizes baptism” - There is a double figure here. The flood symbolizes baptism, and 
baptism symbolizes salvation. The flood was a figure of baptism in that, in both instances, the water 
that spoke of judgment (in the flood, the death of the wicked; in baptism, the death of Christ and the 
believer) is the water that saves. At the time of the flood, the ungodly were judged but the godly (in the 
ark) passed safely through the judgment. So too in baptism. The water of baptism pictures judgment on 
sin. In our baptism we entered the water, went under the water and rose up out of the water. This 
pictured our identification with Christ in in His death, burial and resurrection. We acknowledged that 
we were under the judgment of God and symbolically we died with Christ (Rom 6:2). When we rose 
up out of the water we acknowledged our new life in Christ (Rom 6:1-6). 
“saves you” – “Saves” is a present continuous tense verb and relates the to the present aspect of 
salvation (i.e., not to salvation from sin’s penalty (which is linked with Christ’s death) but salvation 
from sin’s power (which is linked with Christ’s resurrection, cf. v21). 
“the pledge of a good conscience toward God” – “as a response to God from a clean conscience” 
(NLT); “Or as an appeal to God for” (NLTmg). The act of baptism is a commitment on the part of the 
believer in all good conscience to make sure that what baptism symbolizes will become a reality in his 
life. 
“saves you by the resurrection” – Because of His resurrection, Christ now lives in the power of an 
endless life “therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him (Heb 7:25). 
In other words, it is not baptism that saves us, it is the resurrection of Christ which saves us and 
baptism symbolically saves us in that baptism is the symbol of the resurrection. 
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1 PETER 4:1, “Therefore” – This ties directly back to 3:18. The aspect of Christ's suffering that these 
passages stress is suffering unjustly because one has done good. Furthermore, it is physical suffering 
("in his body").  
“Christ suffered in his body” – This seems to refer back to “He was put to death in the body” (3:18), 
and so the next section (“he who has suffered in his body”) would also seem to refer to physical death. 
This also is in keeping with the fact that the only true cessation of sin comes at death. 
“arm yourselves” – The Greek expression is used of a soldier putting on his armour and taking up his 
weapons. Believers are to be prepared also to suffer unjustly, and to face such abuse with Christ's 
attitude--with his willingness to suffer for doing good. (For a similar principle in Paul's writings see 
Php 2:5-11.)  
“with the same attitude” – Cf. 3:17, “It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil”. 
“he who has suffered in his body is done with sin” – “if you have suffered physically for Christ you 
have finished with sin” (NLT); “OR For the one [or One] who has suffered physically has finished 
with sin” (NLTmg). There are many interpretations of this, including: 

1 Martydom – an immediate cessation from sin, but cf. v2 (“As a result, he does not live the rest 
of his earthly life for evil human desires”) which suggests that this is not the correct idea. 

2 Physical Suffering – Suffering for Christ’s sake results in victorious Christian living, i.e., the 
purifying effects of physical suffering, but here suffering seems identified with death, and in any 
case “ceased from sin” seems too strong an expression to mean this.  However this view was 
favoured by Archbishop Leighton. 

3 Interpretations which refer to the believers’ identification with Christ’s death (Cf. 1 Pe 
3:24, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live”) 
1 Christian Baptism. When a person is baptised they identify themselves with Christ in His 

death (Cf. 3:21) and so victory results.  
2 Persecution. Because of the fact they are living godly lives persecution comes on  them and 

so the persecution is, in itself, an evidence of their godly living. 
3 Reckoning oneself to be dead.  The believer is to “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto God’ (Rom 6:11) and be dead to the flesh (Rom 8:13). When 
this happens, victory over sin results. This interpretation is favoured by Alan Stibbs and many 
other evangelical commentators and seems to be the best explanation. 

“is done with sin” - Such suffering enables one to straighten out his priorities. Sinful desires and 
practices that once seemed important now seem insignificant when one's life is in jeopardy. Serious 
suffering for Christ advances the progress of sanctification. (Some see a parallel between this passage 
and Ro 6:1-14, but Peter is not referring to being dead to sin in Paul's sense.)  

Verse 2, “for the will of God” - Now that Christ's attitude prevails, God's will is the determining factor in 
life.  

Verse 3, “time in the past” - The time before conversion. 
“pagans” - Lit. "the Gentiles." Along with the term "idolatry," this suggests that at least some of the 
readers were Gentiles who had been converted from a pagan life-style.  

Verse 4, “They think it strange” - One of the reasons for the suffering the readers were undergoing.  
Verse 5, “him who is ready to judge” - In the NT both the Father and the Son are said to be judge on the 

great, final judgment day. The Father is the ultimate source of judgment, but he will delegate judgment 
to the Son (cf. Jn 5:27; Act 17:31).  
“the living and the dead” - Those alive and those dead when the final judgment day dawns.  

Verse 6, “For this is the reason” - The reason referred to is expressed in the latter part of the verse (in 
the "so that" clause), not in the preceding verse.  
“preached even to those who are now dead” – “Greek preached even to the dead” (NLTmg). This 
preaching was a past event. The word "now" does not occur in the Greek, but it is necessary to make it 
clear that the preaching was done not after these people had died, but while they were still alive. 
(There will be no opportunity for people to be saved after death, Heb 9:27). 
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 “so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body” – “so although they were 
destined to die like all people” (NLT)’ “Or so although people had judged them worthy to die” 
(NLTmg). The first reason that the gospel was preached to those now dead. Some say that this 
judgment is that to which all people must submit, either in this life (Jn 5:24) or in the life to come (v5). 
The gospel is preached to people in this life so that in Christ's death they may receive judgment now 
and avoid judgment to come. Others hold that these people are judged according to human standards 
by the pagan world, which does not understand why God's people no longer follow its sinful way of 
life (vv2-4). So also the world misunderstood Christ (see Act 2:22-24,36; 3:13-15; 5:30-32; 7:51-53). 

 “but live according to God in regard to the spirit” – “they now live with God in the Spirit” (NLT); 
“Or in spirit” (NLTmg). The second reason that the gospel was preached to those now dead. Some 
believe this means that all gospel preaching has as its goal that the hearers may live as God lives – 
eternally - and that this life is given by the Holy Spirit. Others maintain that it means that the ultimate 
reason for the preaching of the gospel is that God's people, even though the wicked world may abuse 
them and put them to death, will have eternal life, which the Holy Spirit imparts.  

Verse 7, “The end of all things” – This has been taken to mean: 
 1 The destruction of Jerusalem; 
 2 The rapture (παρουσια, parousia) of the church; 
 3 The return of Christ to reign over the earth; and 
 4 The destruction of the earth at the end of time. 
 The anticipation of Christ’s soon return had two special effects on the early church: 

1 It produced an atmosphere of intense spiritual zeal which prepared them for their most difficult 
tasks; and 

2 It secured ‘elasticity and mobility’, in that they dealt with present needs and laid down broad 
principles rather than detailed regulations. 

 “is near” – “is at hand” (RSV), Lit., ‘has drawn near”. 
“Therefore” - Anticipating the end times, particularly Christ's return, should influence believers' 
attitudes, actions and relationships (see 2 Pe 3:11-14).  
“clear-minded and self-controlled” – “be sober and watch” (KJV), “Keep sane and sober” (RSV). 
Christians are to exercise self-control and avoid the ‘divine frenzy’ of heathen prayers and some 
extreme Christian groups. 

Verse 8, “love each other deeply” – “have fervent charity” (KJV). Let your love be intense. The Greek 
word εκτενη (ektene) means ‘to stretch’, so the RSV renders it, “hold unfailing in your love”. 
“love covers over a multitude of sins” – This is a quote from Pr 10:12; cf. Jas 5:20; Mt 18:21-22; 1 Co 
13:5; Eph 4:32). Love forgives again and again. It may mean God’s love or us overlooking failures in 
the character of others. 

Verse 9, “without grumbling” – “murmuring” – said to be derived from the cooing of doves and came to 
means “low muttering” especially of discontent. 

Verse 10, “spiritual gift” – χαρισµατα (charismata). Lit. “a free gift” or a “gift of grace”. This is the 
only place outside of Paul’s letters the word is used in the NT.  

 “God’s grace in its various forms” – “the manifold grace of God” (KJV). In 1:6 Peter said they would 
experience “manifold temptations 

” and so God has supplied manifold grace to abound in all circumstances. “manifold” is ‘variegated, 
many coloured”. 

Verse 11, “very words” - The Greek for this phrase is used to refer to the Scriptures or to words God has 
spoken (Act 7:38; Rom 3:2).  

Verse 12, “Dear friends” - "Loved ones" (2:11).  
Verse 13, “rejoice” - Peter once rebelled against the idea that Christ would suffer (Mt 16:21-23; Col 1:24. 
Verse 14, “because of the name of Christ” – “for being a Christian” (NLT). 

“for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you” – “the glorious Spirit of God” (NLT); “Or for the 
glory of God which is the Spirit” (NLTmg). 
“rests on you” – “Some manuscripts add On their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is 
glorified” (NLTmg). 
  



   

Peter’s Epistles Lecturers’ Notes  © Asia College of Ministry   30/07/2016  Page 43 

Verse 15, But if you suffer” -  It seems that some of them had suffered reproach as murderers, thieves, 
and so on, before they were saved, but Peter calls them to let these sins be sins of the past. 

 “even as a meddler” – “busybody” (KJV). Means ‘a self-appointed overseer in other people’s 
business’. 

Verse 17, “judgment to begin” - The persecutions that believers were undergoing were divinely sent 
judgment intended to purify God's people, not to condemn them. 
“the outcome” - If God brings judgment on his own people, how much more serious will the judgment 
be that he will bring on unbelievers!  

Verse 18, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved” – “If the righteous scarcely be saved” (KJV). 
Because of the disciplinary acts of God, the righteous are saved with difficutly,  i.e., the path to life is 
arduous as the Saviour taught. 
 

1 PETER 5:1-5 - ECCLESIASTICAL CHRISTIAN CONDUCT IN TIMES OF TRIAL 
 

In this section Peter returns to his general exhortations, now with the responsibilities of the believers in 
the church, according to their ages, in mind. Particularly in times of trial wise leadership is necessary 
among the Lord's people as is submissiveness amongst those led. 
vv 1-4 - Elders - Elders have special responsibilities to tend the flock, but they must watch the spirit in 

which they do it, realizing that the Chief Shepherd will soon appear to dispense rewards. 
v 5 - Youngers - Younger people must submit to the elders, and both groups must develop the grace of 

humility, which is the only fitting attitude before God. 
 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 5:1- 
Verse 1, “fellow elder” – a co-presbyter (Cf. Act 20:17; 1 Ti 3:1; 5:17). Here the stress is on maturity - 

mature spiritual experience and understanding. Etymologically it is the word from which we get the 
English word, “priest”, and, of course, the word “Presbyterian”. Peter identified himself as an apostle 
at the beginning of this letter (1 Pe 1:1), chooses now to identify himself with the elders of the 
churches (Cf. 2 Jn 1:1; 3 Jn 1:1). This would be heartening to them in light of their great 
responsibilities and the difficult situation faced by the churches. The churches for which these elders 
were responsible were scattered across much of Asia Minor (1 Pe 1:1). Was Peter an elder in the 
church in Rome? He “does not give orders as an apostle, but with sympathetic fellow-elder feeling, as 
one who is called to a similar responsibility to theirs” (Stibbs, 1978, p. 166) he encourages and exhorts 
them. 
“witness of Christ's sufferings” - a testimony giver. Not merely a spectator, but as a witness of 
Christ’s suffering (Lu 24:28), Peter had a duty (Jn 15:27) and privilege of sharing the good news (Act 
1:8). Peter had been with Jesus from the early days of his ministry and was a witness of all its phases 
and aspects, including the climactic events of his suffering (cf. Mt 26:58; Mk 14:54; Lk 22:60-62; Jn 
18:10-11, 15-16). In this letter he bears notable witness to Christ's sufferings (Cf. 1 Pe 2:21-24). 
“share in the glory to be revealed” - a sharer, from koinonia = fellowship. Peter witnessed Christ's 
glory in his ministry in general (Jn 1:14; 2:11). However, the KJV, “a partaker of the glory that shall 
be revealed” is more literal and so the reference is probably to the foretaste of the coming glory that 
Peter had already shared at the Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-2; 2 Pe 1:16-17). In God's appointed time, 
just as Christ suffered and entered into glory, so all his people, after their sufferings, will participate in 
his future glory.  
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Verse 2, “Be shepherds” – On reading Paul's speech to the elders at Ephesus (Act 20:17-38) and Peter's 
exhortations to the elders in Northern Galatia (l Pe 5:1-3), it is clear the New Testament writers use 
three words synonymously as seen in the table below: 

Word used Elders (v1) Shepherd (verb form); 
‘tend’ (RSV) (v2) 

Overseer (verb form); 
‘oversight’ (RSVmg) 

in 1 Pe 5: (Presbyterous) (Poimanate) (Episkopountes) 

Word used in Elders (v17) Shepherd (verb form); 
‘to feed’(RSV) (v28) 

Overseers (v28) 
‘guardians’ (RSV); 

Act 20: (Presbyterous) (Poimainein) (Episkopous) 
Describes STATUS MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITY 

their: (Senior/Leader) (Feed/Guard/Guide) (Oversee) 
Aspect of INSTRUCTION & PROVISION & SUPERVISION & 
the work: DIRECTION PROTECTION DISCIPLINE 

 
“shepherds” - The noun is rendered  ‘pastor’, ‘shepherd’, ‘herdsman’. This work is entrusted to the 
elders. This is the word translated as, “Pastor” in Eph 4:11. The Lord himself used this metaphor (Jn 
10:1-18; Lk 15:3-7) and that must have been etched on Peter's mind (Jn 21:15-17; cf. 1 Pe 2:25). Peter 
is fulfilling Christ's command to feed his sheep as he writes this letter. What he writes to the elders is 
reminiscent of Paul's farewell address to the Ephesian elders (Act 20:28). The term "shepherd" is an 
OT metaphor as well (Eze 34:1-10, where the Lord holds the leaders of Israel responsible for failing to 
care for the flock).  
“serving as overseers” - = ‘an overseer’,  ‘a supervisor’, ‘a watcher’, ‘protector’, ‘bishop’, 
‘guardian’. Here the stress is on the role and character of the work. 

Verse 3, “not lording it over”-= exercising lordship over. Describes a high-handed autocratic rule over 
the flock, which is forbidden in a true shepherd. However this does not do away with God-ordained 
administration and properly exercised authority of the elders. Although Peter has full apostolic 
authority, he does not lord it over his readers in this letter, but exemplifies the virtues he recommends 
(Cf. Mt 16:24-27; Mk 10:42-45; Php 2:6-11; 2 Th 3:9). 
“those entrusted to you” - “God’s heritage” (KJV), “the charge allotted to you” (RV) = ‘the portions’, 
‘lots’, originally meant ‘an allotment of land’, and then ‘an office assigned by lot’, ‘a clerk’, ‘cleric’ 
and so, ‘clergy’. Describes the various spheres assigned to the elders (Act 1:17; 1:16). 
“being examples to the flock” – The word, “example” is typos which originally meant “the print left 
as an impression after a blow has been struck”, and hence, ‘a pattern’, ‘a model’, or ‘a type’. Instead 
of lording over the portion of the flock assigned to them, the elders are exhorted to be examples to the 
entire flock of God. A true elder is a shepherd and must be submissive and willing as these are 
essential qualities of Christian leadership. Peter gives three instructions: 
1 The Right Attitude (v2) - not because you must, but because you are willing. Volunteers, not 

conscripts. Devoted, not reluctant 
2 The Right Reason (v2) - not greedy for money, but eager to serve. Enthusiastic, not mercenary. 

Zealous, not self-seeking 
3 The Right Manner – Leading not Driving (v 3) - not lording it over those entrusted to you, but 

being examples. Examples, not lords. Meek, not domineering. 
Verse 4, “Chief Shepherd” - When Christ returns, he will reward those who have served as shepherds 

under him. 
“appears” = made manifest – visible in glory for all to see. 

 “never fade away” - amaranth, a flower that was supposed to be unfading, like our ‘everlastings’. Cf. 
1 Pe 1:4, “into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade (amaranth ) - kept in heaven for you” 
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Verse 5, “in the same way” – ‘Likewise’, i.e., Willing, enthusiastic, examples 
“be submissive” = ‘to place under’ or ‘after another thing’, hence ‘to be subject to’. This is the word 
he used in 2:18, of Slaves, “submit yourselves to your masters with all respect”. In Eph 5:21 (“Submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ”), Paul puts it into a wider context. The general rule, then, demands 
readiness to renounce one’s own will for the sake of others, i.e., αγαπη, and to give precedence to 
others. This theme that runs throughout 2:13-3:6. Here it applies to church leaders.  
“clothe yourselves with humility” = lit. ‘to gird yourself with the apron of a slave’. It is quite probable 
that Peter is thinking back to when Christ, “got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist” (Jn 13:3-4). Although he was at first rebellious, he writes now with understanding (Jn 
13:7). 
“God opposes” – “opposes” (“resisteth” (KJV) is a military term.  God sets himself in array against 
the proud person.  
“the proud” – Describes a person who shows himself above others. 
“humble” – “lowly”. One who follows the example of Christ (Mt 11:29). 

 
1 PETER 5:6-11 - COMFORT IN TRIAL THROUGH THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST 

 
In this section, Peter deals with five steps to commitment to Christ in times of trial and explains why God 
allows such trials to fall on believers. 
vv 6-9 - Five Steps in commital under trial - Humility is necessary so that God can exalt you. Believers 

must transfer their anxieties to God and develop a constant attitude of watchfulness particularly for the 
devices of the enemy, the devil. Peter’s five steps are: 

 1 Humble yourselves; 
 2 Cast all you cares on him;  
 3 Be sober; 
 4 Be vigilant; and 
 5 Steadfastly resist. 
vv 9-11 - Three purposes in suffering - This leads again to the thought of suffering, but only for the 

purpose of showing the sufferers God's purpose for it. A doxology fittingly ends this section. Peter’s 
three purposes are: 

 1 Maturity; 
 2 Stability; and 
 3 Strength. 
 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 5:6- 
Verse 6, “Humble yourselves” - lit. ‘lowliness of mind’,from the word for ‘low’, so ‘low-minded’, ‘make 

lowly’.  The RV’s, “gird yourselves with humility to serve one another” conveys the idea. Peter does 
not tell us to feel humble, nor to pray for humility, but to act it – to express humility in our service to 
others. In other words, follow the example of Christ who, “being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death” (Php 2:8). Many times throughout the letter, exhortations to submit 
occur (e.g., 2:11-3:12). These are now brought to their final issue, as a matter of ‘accepting your 
humiliations’, since they come ultimately from the mighty hand of God. Even the adversities they have 
experienced are within the ambit of His sovereign will for their lives. 
“lift you up in due time” - His help will come at just the right time (Cf. Lu 14:11, “everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
“in due time” - points on to the unveiling of Jesus Christ so often mentioned and to the salvation ready 
to be revealed then (1:5). 

Verse 7, “Cast all your anxiety on him” - If meantime they are anxious, they may take comfort from Ps. 
55:22 and cast their anxieties upon Him who is a ‘faithful creator’ (4:19). Cf. Jn 2:3-5, “When the wine 
was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells 
you’". 
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Verse 8, “alert” - Perhaps Peter remembered his own difficulty in keeping awake during our Lord's 
agony in Gethsemane (Mt 26:36-46).  
“Your enemy” - adversary (KJV), ‘Enemy’ and ‘devil’ both translate the Hebrew, ‘Satan’. ‘Enemy’ is 
antidikos = an opponent in a law suit as in Zech 3:1, where Satan stands ready to give evidence against 
Joshua.  
“the devil” - diabolos, i.e., the slanderer, false accuser. LXX for “Satan”. Includes the idea of false 
accusation, reminding us that he is a liar and the father of lies (Jn 8:44). Capable of masquerading as 
an angel of light (2 Co 11:14), to Peter’s readers he prowls around like a roaring lion, attempting 
through the activities of the persecutors to devour them. Consistently, the NT exhorts resistance to him 
(Cf. Jas 4:7; Eph. 6:11). 
“like a roaring lion” – A beast howling from fierce hunger. 
“someone to devour” – By permission of God, the devil is the moving spirit in the persecution of the 
Christians. From the outside of the church, he roars, threatens and defies. 

Verse 9, “standing firm” - Cf. Col 2:5, “I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and 
how firm your faith in Christ is”.   Beholding your close phalanx – heavily armed infantry formed in ranks 
and files close and deep. 
“your brothers” – “your Christian brothers and sisters” (NLT). They are not isolated; they belong to a 
fellowship of suffering.  
“are undergoing” – present continuous. Their afflictions are being completed or perfected, that same 
intended purpose in them yet has to be finished. 

Verse 10, “the God of all grace” - The surest source of strength is found in the personal interest of God 
and His promise of eternal bliss. It is His purpose that the suffering shall be little, whether in duration 
or extent, and that the glory shall be eternal (Cf. Rom 8:18; 2 Co 4:17).  
“his eternal glory” – The glory to which we are called is His. 
“himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast” – He Himself (an emphatic pronoun) 
will restore, i.e., ‘make complete or perfect’, a word used of setting a broken bone and of equipping or 
arranging a fleet of ships. It brings the double thought of providing all that is needful to get them 
through the trials and of repairing the damage received in action. Moreover, He will make you strong, 
i.e., give all needed power, firm and steadfast. NEB takes the last two words together ‘strengthen you 
on a firm foundation’.  

Verse 11, “ To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen” – A further doxology (Cf. 4:11) precedes the 
words of greeting.  

 
1 PETER 5:12-14 - CONCLUSION 

 
The Apostle informs us the letter was written by Silas from "Babylon" and that Mark sends greetings. A 
brief benediction finishes this epistle. 
 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 1 PETER 5:12- 
Verse 12, “With the help of Silas” – “Greek, Silvanus, a variant of Silas” (NIVmg). Silas may have been 

the bearer of the letter to its destination. He may also have been a scribe who recorded what Peter 
dictated or who aided, as an informed and intelligent secretary, in the phrasing of Peter's thoughts. 
“encouraging . . . grace of God” -   

Verse 13, “Babylon” – “Babylon was probably symbolic for Rome” (NLTmg). 
“chosen” -  “your sister church” (NLT); “Greek The elect one” (NLTmg). Cf. Eph 1:4.  
“my son Mark” - Peter regards Mark with such warmth and affection that he calls him his son. It is 
possible that Peter had led Mark to Christ (1 Ti 1:2). Early Christian tradition closely associates Mark 
and Peter. 

Verse 14, “a kiss of love” – “Greet each other with Christian love” (NLT); Cf. 1 Co 16:20.  
“Peace to all . . . in Christ” - Spiritual well-being and blessedness to all who are united to Christ. 
Peter thus ends with a reference to the union of believers 
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2 PETER CHAPTER ONE 
 
VV 1-2 - SALUTATION - The writer introduces himself as Simon Peter and sends greetings to those who 

share the same faith that he possesses. 
 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 1:1- 
Verse 1, “Simon Peter” – “Greek Symeon” (NLTmg). 

“To those” - Probably the same people as those in 1 Pe 1:1.  
“God and Savior Jesus Christ” - Assumes that Jesus is both God and Saviour (Cf. Rom 9:5). 
“have received” - God in his justice ("righteousness") imparts to people the ability to believe.  
“a faith” - Not a body of truth to be believed (the faith) but the act of believing, or the God-given 
capacity to trust in Christ for salvation.  

Verse 2, “through the righteousness of our God and Savior“- “because of the justice and fairness of 
Jesus Christ” (NLT). 
“knowledge of God and of Jesus” - The concept of Christian knowledge is prominent in 2 Peter (e.g. 
1:3, 5,8; 3:18). Peter was combating heretical teaching, and one of the best antidotes for heresy is the 
statement of true knowledge.  

 
VV 3-11 - A CALL TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH - In this section Peter calls his readers to grow 

spiritually. He tells them how to achieve this and describes the results of doing it and also failing to do 
it. 

vv 3-4 – The Means of Spiritual Growth - All Christians have access to divine power which enables 
them to live godly lives. Their attitude to the present world must be to escape from its corruption 
through receiving a share of the divine nature. 

vv 5-8 - The Aim of Spiritual Growth - Peter gives a list of virtues which are to be added to faith and 
which climax in love. This is the way to fruitfulness in Christ. 

v 9 - The Opposite of Fruitfulness - If these virtues are not added the result is both blindness and near-
sightedness.  

vv 10-11 - The Result of Spiritual Growth - By diligence in adding these virtues we confirm God's 
calling and provide riches for ourselves in Heaven. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 1:3- 
Verse 3, “His divine power” – The same power seen in Creation (Heb 1:30; Rom 1:20); in the Gospel 

(Rom 1:16; and the Resurrection (Rom 1:3-4).  
“everything we need for life and godliness” - God has made available all that we need spiritually 
through our knowledge of him. No secret, esoteric knowledge is necessary for salvation. 
“glory and goodness” - The excellence of God: "Glory" expresses the excellence of his being - his 
attributes and essence; "goodness" depicts excellence expressed in deeds - virtue in action.  

Verse 4, “Through these” - Through God's excellence (internal and external) he has given us great 
promises. Their nature is suggested in the words that follow: participation in the divine nature and 
escape from worldly corruption.  
“participate in the divine nature” - Does not indicate that Christians become divine in any sense, but 
only that we are indwelt by God through his Holy Spirit (Jn 14:16-17). Our humanity and his deity, as 
well as the human personality and the divine, remain distinct and separate.  

Verse 5, “faith” - The root of the Christian life. 
Verse 6, “self-control” - According to many of the false teachers, knowledge made self-control 

unnecessary; according to Peter, Christian knowledge leads to self-control.  
“godliness” - A genuine reverence toward God that governs one's attitude toward every aspect of life.  

Verse 7, “brotherly kindness” - Warmhearted affection toward all in the family of faith.  
“love” - The kind of outgoing, selfless attitude that leads one to sacrifice for the good of others. 
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Verse 8, “if you possess these qualities” - Peter does not mean to imply that the believer is to cultivate 
each listed quality in turn, one after the other until all have been perfected. Instead, they are all to be 
cultivated simultaneously.  
“in increasing measure” - Peter has continuing spiritual growth in mind.  
“keep you from being . . . unproductive in your knowledge” - The Christian's knowledge should 
affect the way he lives. It does not set him free from moral restraints, as the heretics taught. Rather, it 
produces holiness and all such virtues (Col 1:9-12).  

Verse 9, “nearsighted and blind” – They are so "nearsighted" as to be blind. 
Verse 10, “Therefore, my brothers” – “So, dear brothers and sisters” (NLT). 

“make your calling and election sure” - By cultivating the qualities listed in vv5-7, they and others 
can be assured that God has chosen them and called them (Mt 7:20). The genuineness of their 
profession will be demonstrated as they express these virtues (Gal 5:6; Jas 2:18). When God elects and 
calls, it is to obedience and holiness (1 Pe 1:2; Eph 1:3-6), and these fruits confirm their divine source. 
“never fall” - Those who in this way give evidence of their faith will n ever cease to persevere.  

Verse 11, “receive a rich welcome” - By producing the fruits Peter is commending to them (vv 5-10). 
“eternal kingdom” - Eternal life (Mt 25:46).  

 
VV 12-21 - THE TRUTH BEARS REPETITION - In this section Peter stirs up the believers to action 

because his message is reliable and Christ's coming is certain. 
vv 12-15 - Peter's Message is Urgent - Peter's exodus is near, so his message is urgent. He wants to 

remind his readers of these things, not only while he still lives, but also after he has died, through this 
epistle. This is an appeal to MEMORY, 

vv 16-18 - Peter's Message is Reliable - Peter mow contrasts his message with the myths of the false 
teachers. He was an eye witness of the transfiguration of Christ, an event which testified to the glory of 
Christ and was a preview of his return. This is an appeal to EXPERIENCE. 

vv 19-21 - Peter's Message.is even More Sure - He then reminds them the Old Testament Scriptures are 
even more reliable than our own experience. The believer should therefore pay attention to the 
Scriptures and be careful to interpret the Scriptures correctly because they are God's inspired message 
to us. This is an appeal to REVELATION. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 1:12- 
Verse 13, “as long as I live in the tent of this body” – “Greek as long as I am in this tent [or tabernacle]” 

(NLTmg); “as long as I live” (NLT). 
Verse 14, “I will soon put it aside” – “Greek I must soon put off my tent [or tabernacle]” (NLTmg); “I 

must soon leave this earthly life” (NLT). 
“Christ has made clear to me” - Either the revelation recorded in Jn 21:18-19 or a subsequent one.  

Verse 15, “always be able to remember these things” - An aim that was realized, whether intentionally 
or unintentionally, through the Gospel of Mark, which early tradition connected with Peter.  

Verse 16, “cleverly invented stories” - Peter's message was based on his eyewitness account of the 
supernatural events that marked the life of Jesus. It was not made up of myths and imaginative stories 
as was the message of the heretics (2 Pe 2:3).  
“coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” - In Christ's transfiguration the disciples received a foretaste of 
what his coming will be like when he returns to establish his eternal kingdom (Mt 16:28).  
“eyewitnesses of his majesty” - A reference to Christ's transfiguration (vv17-18; Mt 16:28-17:8).  

Verse 19, “the morning star rises in your hearts” – “Star shines in your hearts” (NLT). 
  



   

Peter’s Epistles Lecturers’ Notes  © Asia College of Ministry   30/07/2016  Page 49 

Verse 20, “the prophet's own interpretation” – “the prophets own understanding” (NLT). 
There are two major views of this verse: 
1 No prophecy is to be privately or independently interpreted. The Holy Spirit, Scripture itself and 

the church should be included in the interpretative process.  
2 No prophecy originated through the prophet's own interpretation. The preceding and following 

contexts indicate that this view is probably to be preferred. In vv16-19 the subject discussed is the 
origin of the apostolic message. Did it come from human imaginings, or was it from God? In v21 
again the subject is origin. No prophecy of Scripture arose from a merely human interpretation of 
things. This understanding of v20 is further supported by the explanatory "For" with which v21 
begins. Verse 21 explains v20 by restating its content and then affirming God as the origin of 
prophecy.  

Verse 21, “carried along by the Holy Spirit” - In the production of Scripture both God and man were 
active participants. God was the source of the content of Scripture, so that what it says is what God has 
said. But the human author also actively spoke; he was more than a recorder. Yet what he said came 
from God. Although actively speaking, he was carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

  



   

Peter’s Epistles Lecturers’ Notes  © Asia College of Ministry   30/07/2016  Page 50 

2 PETER CHAPTER TWO 
 
VV 1-22 - WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS - In this section Peter contrasts his message 

given in chapter one to that taught by the false teachers. 
vv 1-3 - Three Dangers of False Teachers – False Teachers: 

1 Secretly bring in their destructive heresies; 
2 Deny the ownership of Christ by their licentious lives and this will result in their certain 

destruction; and 
3 Lead others into these immoral practices and exploit others in their greed by deceptive methods. 

vv 4-9 - The Doom of False Teachers - Three Old Testament examples of God's Judgement are quoted 
to illustrate the fate of these men. 

 1 The fallen angels; 
 2 The ante-diluvian world; and 
 3 Sodom and Gomorrah.  

These all shows the certainty of God's Judgement against sin, and also the assurance of divine mercy 
and protection of the godly. 

vv 10-19 - The Character of False Teachers - Peter now describes in detail the character of these men 
and draws attention to their arrogance, their irrational outlook, their immoral conduct, their bad effect 
on others, their greed, and their deceptive boastful lies. 

vv 20-22 - The Conclusion of False Teachers - These people have known something of Christ, but their 
return to their former ways is deplored in strong terms. It would have been better for them not to have 
known the truth at all. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 2:1- 
Verse 1, “there will be false teachers among you” - Numerous NT passages warn of false teachers who 

are already present or yet to come (e.g., Mt 24:4-5; Ac 20:29-30; Gal 1:6-9; Php 3:2; Col 2:4; 2 Th 
2:1-3; 1 Ti 1:3-7; 2 Ti 3:1-8; 1 Jn 2:18-19; 2 Jn 1:7-11; Jude 1:3-4). 
“destructive heresies” - Divisive opinions or teachings that result in the moral and spiritual destruction 
of those who accept them.  
“the sovereign Lord who bought them” – This does not necessarily mean that the false teachers were 
believers. Christ's death paid the penalty for their sin, but it would not become effective for their 
salvation unless they trusted in Christ as Savior. Note, however that these false teachers professed to 
know the Lord (vv20-23). 
“swift destruction” - Not immediate physical calamity, but sudden doom, whether at death or at the 
Lord's second coming (Cf. Mt 24:50-51; 2 Th 1:9). 

Verse 2, “shameful ways” - Open, extreme immorality not held in check by any sense of shame.  
“way of truth” - The Christian faith is not only correct doctrine but also correct living (Psa 119:30). 

Verse 3, “In their greed” - They will be motivated by a desire for money and will commercialize the 
Christian faith to their own selfish advantage.  
“long been hanging over them” - Long ago, in OT times, their condemnation was declared. 
“destruction has not been sleeping” - Although delay makes it seem that they have escaped God's 
judgment, destruction is a reality that is sure to come upon them.  

Verse 4, “angels when they sinned” - Some believe this refers to in Gen 6:2, where the sons of God 
married the daughters of men (i.e., these angels married human women). The offspring of those 
marriages are said to have been the Nephilim (Gen 6:4). But since it appears impossible for angels, 
who are spirits, to have sexual relations with women, the sin referred to in this verse probably occurred 
before the fall of Adam and Eve. The angels who fell became the devil and the evil angels (probably 
the demons and evil spirits referred to in the NT).  
“into gloomy dungeons” – “Greek, Tartarus” (NIVmg); “Some manuscripts read, into chains of 
darkness” (NIVmg). Tartarus was the term used by the Greeks to designate the place where the most 
wicked spirits were sent to be punished. Why some evil angels are imprisoned and others are free to 
serve Satan as demons is not explained in Scripture.  
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“judgment” - The final judgment, probably associated with the great white throne judgment (Rev 
20:11-15).  

Verse 5, “preacher of righteousness” - Similar descriptions are used of him in Josephus (Antiquities, 
1.3.1), 1 Clement (7.6; 9.4) and the Sibylline Oracles (1.128).  
“seven others” - Noah's wife, three sons and three daughters-in-law (1 Pe 3:20) 

Verse 7, “distressed by the filthy lives” - How Lot could be so distressed and called a "righteous man," 
and yet offer to turn his two daughters over to the wicked townsmen to be sexually abused is difficult 
to understand apart from a knowledge of the code of honor characteristic of that day (Gen 19:4-9). 

Verse 9, “while continuing their punishment” – “Or unrighteous for punishment until the day of 
judgment” (NIVmg); 

Verse 10, “This is especially true” - The false teachers come under judgment for two main reasons: 
1 They follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature (homosexuality, the sin of the Sodomites, Gen 

19:5?); and 
2 They despise authority.  
“of the sinful nature” – “Or the flesh” (NIVmg); 

 “not afraid to slander celestial beings” – “supernatural beings” (NLT); “Greek at glorious ones, 
which are probably evil angels” (NLTmg). δοξας (doxas) = glories. A specific example of despising 
authority. This could refer to the slander of earthly dignitaries, such as church leaders. Or it could refer 
to the blaspheming of angels, which is more likely since the parallel passage in Jude 1:8-10 is speaking 
of angels.  

Verse 11, “angels . . . do not bring slanderous accusations” – Accusations is κρισις (krisis) = ‘a 
decision’, ‘a judgement’, Cf. Jude 1:9. Even good angels, who might have more right to do so because 
of their greater power, do not bring such accusations against inferior evil angels.  
“in the presence of the Lord” – “bring from the Lord” (NLT); “Other manuscripts read to the Lord, 
still others do not include this phrase at all” (NLTmg); 

Verse 12, “matters they do not understand” – This heresy was probably an early form of Gnosticism, 
that claimed to possess special knowledge. It is strange that those who professed special knowledge 
acted out of ignorance, and the result was arrogant blasphemy. 
“like brute beasts” - A strong denunciation. They are like ‘irrational animals’, whose lives are guided 
by mere instinct and who are born merely to be slaughtered. Destruction is their final outcome. 

Verse 13, “carouse in broad daylight” - Even the pagan world carried on their corrupt practices under 
cover of darkness, but these heretics were utterly shameless (Cf. 1 Th 5:7). 
“while they feast with you” – “Some manuscripts in their love feasts” (NIVmg); “in your fellowship 
meals” (NLT). These false teachers seem to have been involved in the sacred feasts of brotherly love 
that, in the early church, accompanied the Lord's Supper. In fact, it appears that they injected their 
carousing into these holy observances and delighted in their shameless acts.  

Verse 14, “eyes full of adultery” - Lit. "eyes full of an adulteress," which means that they desired every 
woman they saw, viewing her as a potential sex partner.  
“seduce the unstable” – The Greek word for "seduce", depicts the fisherman who attempts to lure and 
catch fish with bait (See v18 and Jas 1:14 for other examples of this same word). 
“experts in greed” - The Greek implies that they had exercised themselves like an athlete, not in 
physical activity but in greed.  

Verse 15, “Balaam son of Beor” – “Other manuscripts read son of Bosor” (NLTmg). Balaam wanted to 
curse Israel, though God had forbidden it. He wanted the money Balak offered him (Num 22-24). 
Similarly these false teachers apparently were guilty of attempting to get money from unwary listeners. 
For a donkey to rebuke the prophet's madness reflects not only on the foolishness of Balaam but also 
on that of the false teachers of Peter's day.  

Verse 17, “springs without water” - A picture of cruel deception. The thirsty traveler comes to the spring 
expecting cool, refreshing water but finds it dry. So the false teachers promise satisfying truth but in 
reality have nothing to offer.  
“mists driven by a storm” - Gone before a drop of moisture falls.  
“Blackest darkness” - Their destiny is hell.  
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Verse 18, “mouth empty, boastful words” - Words that sound impressive to the new convert but in reality 
have nothing to offer.  
“entice” - This is the same Greek word translated "seduce" in v14.  
“people who are just escaping” - New converts who have just broken away from pagan friends. Thus 
the depraved false teachers prey on new converts, who have not yet had a chance to develop spiritual 
resistance.  

Verse 19, “They promise them freedom” - Probably freedom from moral restraint (Cf. 1 Co 6:12-13; Gal 
5:13). The very ones who promise freedom from bondage to rules and regulations are themselves 
slaves of depravity. Freedom from law resulted in bondage to sin, and liberty was turned into license.  

VERSES 20-22 – CAN A CHRISTIAN LOOSE THEIR SALVATION? 
1 A true believer - Some people use this passage to show that a genuinely saved people may lose 
their salvation. They know the Lord; they have escaped the world's corruption; they know the way of 
righteousness. Then they turn away from the message and go back to their old way of life. Their 
knowledge is said to have been genuine; their change of life was real; and their return to their old ways 
of life was not superficial.  
2 Never truly saved - Others insist that the knowledge of the Lord and of the way of righteousness 
could not have been genuine. If the person had been truly regenerated, they would have persevered in 
his faith. It is argued that the teaching of Jn 10:27-30 and Ro 8:28-39 make it clear that no genuinely 
saved person can be lost. Thus, according to this view, the persons described here could not have been 
genuinely saved.  

Verse20, “If they have escaped the corruption of the world” - A reference to false teachers who had 
once apparently been believers in Christ. Their professed knowledge of Christ had at least produced a 
change in life-style.  
“again entangled in it and overcome” – Entangled is εµπλακεντες (emplakentes) = ‘weave’, 
‘entangle’, braid’ and implies a gradual process. A complete return to the old sinful pattern of life.  

Verse 21, “better . . . not to have known the way of righteousness” - Knowledge of the way increases 
one's responsibility and his hardness of heart if he then rejects it. In its early days, Christianity was 
known as "the way" (e.g., Act 9:2; 18:25; 19:9,23; 22:4; 24:14,22). 
“sacred command” - The whole Christian message that people are commanded to receive.  

Verse 22, “A dog returns . . . A sow . . . goes back” - In both cases the nature of the animal is not 
changed. The sow returns to the mud because by nature it is still a sow. The change was merely 
cosmetic.  
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2 PETER CHAPTER THREE 
 
vv 1-16 - A REMINDER OF THE RETURN OF CHRIST - In this section Peter seems to take up one 

aspect of the teaching of these apostates, i.e., the denial of the return of Christ. He amplifies the 
doctrine and adds practical exhortations. 

vv 1-2 - Remember - This present letter, like the former was written to remind the readers of a formerly 
given message. Peter's message not a, new one, it’s "the old, old story". It is the same as: 
l He wrote previously (1); 
2 The holy prophets spoke (2); 
3 The Lord Jesus commanded (2); 
4 Your Apostles taught (2); and 
5 Paul wrote (15-16). 

vv 3-4 – Ignore Scoffers - These men, who scoff because the Lord delays His coming, are a sign of the 
times. 

vv 5-7 - The Folly of Ignorance - These scoffers are willingly ignorant, for their argument is not true. As 
God acted in judgement by waiting in the time of the flood, so He will act in judgement by fire in the 
coming day of Judgement 

vv 8-9 - Why God delays - God is not in a hurry because: 
1 Time is of no consequence to God (8); and 
2 He is giving men time to repent (9). 

vv 10-13 - Live in Expectation - Since all material things are being dissolved, the Christian should be 
eagerly expecting the return of Christ. 

vv 14-16 - Paul confirms this message - Paul also wrote of God's forbearance and this should be an 
encouragement to us, although same have twisted this meaning. 

 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 3:1- 
Verse 1, “Dear friends” - "Loved ones" (Cf. vv8,14,17; 1 Pe 2:11; 4:12).  

“second letter” - The first letter may be 1 Peter, though there is some reason to doubt this 
identification. For example, 1 Peter cannot be very accurately described as a reminder.  

Verse 2, “your apostles” - Peter places the OT prophets and the NT apostles on an equal plane. Both are 
vehicles of God's sacred truth. Peter, being one of the apostles, can speak with knowledge and 
authority as a representative of the apostolic group.  

Verse 3, “First of all” - The Greek for this expression is used in 1:20 ("above all") to call attention to a 
matter of great importance.  
“last days” - An expression that refers to the whole period introduced by Christ's first coming. These 
days are last in comparison to OT days, which were preliminary and preparatory. Also, the Christian 
era is the time of the beginnings of prophetic fulfillment.  
“scoffers will come” - Perhaps the same false teachers described in 2 Pe 2 (e.g., they follow their own 
evil desires; Cf. 2:10,18-19). In Chapter 3, however, the emphasis is on Christ's return. These people 
may have been early Gnostics who resisted the idea of a time of judgment and moral accountability.  

Verse 4, “Ever since our fathers died” - Either the first Christians to die after Christ's death and 
resurrection (e.g., Stephen, James the brother of John, and other early Christian leaders who had died; 
cf. Heb 13:7) or the OT patriarchs. 
“everything goes on as it has” - Their argument against Christ's return was: Since it has not occurred 
up to this time, it will never occur. That nature is not subject to divine intervention, they say, has been 
proved by observation 

1 of the period since the fathers died - perhaps 30 years; and 
2 of the period since creation.  

Verse 5, “they deliberately forget” - Ignoring the flood as a divine intervention was not an oversight; it 
was deliberate. They did not want to face up to the fallacy in their argument.  
“God's word” - Of command, such as "Let there be light" (Gen 1:3).  
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“earth was formed out of water and by water” - See Gen 1:6-10, where the waters on earth were 
separated from the atmospheric waters of the heavens, and the mountains then appeared, causing the 
earthly waters to be gathered into oceans.  

Verse 6, “By these waters also the world . . . was deluged and destroyed” - Peter points out the fallacy of 
the scoffers' argument. There has been a divine intervention since the time of creation, namely, the 
flood. The term "world" may refer to the earth or, more probably, to the world of people (cf. Jn 3:16). 
All the people except Noah and his family were overcome by the flood and perished. This does not 
necessarily mean that the flood was universal. It may simply have extended to all the inhabited areas 
of earth (Gen 6:17).  

Verse 7, “By the same word” - The word of God that brought the world into existence (v5) and that 
brought watery destruction on the wicked of Noah's day will bring fiery destruction on the world that 
exists today and on its wicked people.  

Verse 8, “a thousand years are like a day” - God does not view time as humans do (Psa 90:4). He stands 
above time, with the result that when time is seen in the light of eternity, an age appears no longer than 
one short day, and a day seems no shorter than a long age. Since time is purely relative with God, he 
waits patiently while human beings stew with impatience.  

Verse 9 -  God's seeming delay in bringing about the consummation of all things is a result not of 
indifference but of patience in waiting for all who will come to repentance. Thus the scoffers are 
wrong on two points: 
1 They fail to recognize that all things have not continued without divine intervention since creation 

(the flood was an intervention, vv 4-6); and 
2 They misunderstand the reason for apparent divine delay (God is a long-suffering God).  

Verse 10, “like a thief” - Suddenly and unexpectedly. 
“The heavens will disappear with a roar” - Apocalyptic language, common to books like Daniel and 
Revelation. Due to the figurative nature of such writings, we must not expect complete literalism but 
recognize it as an attempt to describe the indescribable, a task as impossible as it would have been for 
a first-century writer to describe the phenomena of our atomic age. What may be referred to is the 
destruction of the atmospheric heavens with a great rushing sound (see v12).  
“elements” - Refers either to the heavenly bodies or to the physical elements - in the first century, such 
things as earth, air, fire and water; in today's more precise scientific terminology, hydrogen, oxygen, 
carbon, etc.  
“everything in it will be laid bare” – “will be found to deserve judgment” (NLT); “Other manuscripts 
read will be burned up; still others will be found destroyed” (NLTmg). Either the earth and its contents 
will disappear and not be seen anymore, or the earth and all man's works will appear before God's 
judgment seat.  

Verse 11, “Since everything will be destroyed” - The transitory nature of the material universe ought to 
make a difference in one's system of values and one's priorities. The result should be lives of holiness 
(separated from sin and to God) and godliness (devoted to the worship and service of God). Cf. Mt 
25:13; 1 Th 5:6,8,11; 2 Pe 1:13-16.  

Verse 12, “as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming” – Or as you wait eagerly for the 
day of God to come” (NLVmg). Apparently synonymous with "the day of the Lord" (v10) since it is 
characterized by the same kind of events. Cf. Rev 16:14.  
“speed its coming” - That day may be hastened by God's people as they speed up the accomplishment 
of his purposes. Since he is waiting for all who will come to repentance (v9), the sooner believers 
bring others to the Savior the sooner that day will dawn (cf. Act 3:19-20). Prayer also serves to hasten 
the day (Mt 6:10), as does holy living (v11).  

Verse 13, “his promise” - New heavens and a new earth are promised by Isaiah (65:17; 66:22). This 
promise is confirmed by Rev 21:1.  
“home of righteousness” - Righteousness will dwell there as a permanent resident. Cf. Isa 11:4-5; 
45:8; Dan 9:24.  
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Verse 14, “spotless, blameless” - Cf. 1 Pe 1:19, where the same two words are applied to Christ.  
“at peace with him” - Believers have peace with God as a result of being justified by faith (Rom 5:1), 
but they may displease him by failing to live as he desires and thus not receive his commendation and 
his reward when he returns (cf. 1 Co 3:10-15; 2 Co 5:10).  

Verse 15 “our dear brother Paul” - . Peter expresses warmth in his reference to Paul. The unity of 
teaching and purpose that governed their relationship, abundantly attested in Paul's letters and the book 
of Acts, is confirmed here by Peter. It has been suggested that what Paul wrote to the recipients of 2 
Peter may have been a copy of Romans, which was sent to the churches as a circular letter (cf. Rom 
16:4). 

Verse 16, “writes the same way in all his letters” - Peter may be referring in general to the exhortations 
to holy living in vv. 11-14, which parallel many passages in Paul's writings.  
“ignorant and unstable people” - The ignorant are simply the unlearned who have not been taught 
basic apostolic teaching and thus may be easily led astray (cf. 2:14).  
“other Scriptures” - Peter placed Paul's writings on the same level of authority as the God-breathed 
writings of the OT (see 1:21; 2 Ti 3:16). 

 
vv 17-18 - CONCLUSION - The answer to apostasy is Growth in both Knowledge and Grace - a 

balanced Christian Life. 
 
EXEGETICAL NOTES – 2 PETER 3:17- 
Verse 17, “already know this” - That false teachers are coming (cf. ch. 2).  
Verse 18, “grow in grace” – We grow in grace as we apply our knowledge of the Saviour. At the start of 

this epistle (2 Pe 1:2), he told us that grace is multiplied to us as we grow in the knowledge of Christ as 
saviour. In times of apostasy no one should think that they will enter the Kingdom without growth in 
grace as well as increase in knowledge. True saving knowledge inevitably means spiritual growth.  
“and knowledge” - Peter concludes by again stressing knowledge (1:2-3, 5), probably as an antidote to 
the false teachers who boasted in their esoteric knowledge. Before knowledge can take effect in our 
lives, Peter insists that w must have it. This verse is his remedy for apostasy. 

 “ 
  



   

Peter’s Epistles Lecturers’ Notes  © Asia College of Ministry   30/07/2016  Page 56 

BUILDING WITH STONE 
 
Introduction 
The Bible frequently speaks of building with stone and the writers assume their readers understand this 
technique, but most of us have never seen a stone building being built and do not know how ancient 
people constructed this type of building. This article gives an overview of this ancient building technique 
and shows various spiritual lessons that can be learned. 
 
The site on which to build 
When a person  decides to build a house the first decision is where to build.  In the story of the wise and 
foolish builders, Jesus described two scenarios.   In the foothills of Israel the valleys are broad and fairly 
level with an alluvium Eocene floor which is soft and easy to work, but unfortunately when heavy rains 
come the valley floor tends to flood and wash away all in its path (Cf. Mt 7:26).  In contrast, the Judean 
hill country around Jerusalem is composed of hard Cenomanian limestone which makes the creation of a 
flat area on which to build hard work, but provides a permanent and solid surface on which a house can 
be built (cf. Mt 7:25).  A number of times Christ is referred to as a rock (e.g., Rom 9:33; 1 Co 10:4 & 1 
Pe 2:8). The word rock is 'petra' which usually denotes bedrock, a mass of rock, in contrast to 'petros', a 
free-standing stone, a boulder which may easily be moved.  The picture is clear, Christ is the only surface 
on which to build one's faith and life. 
 
The foundation 
Once the site has been selected and levelled, the next task is to lay the foundation.  The foundation in an 
ancient stone building, like the Jerusalem Temple, was laid on the surface of the ground (not sunk into it, 
as in modern buildings) and so was visible.  This explains how everyone would see the foundation of the 
unfinished tower (Lu 14:28-29), and why the foundation of the new Jerusalem is decorated with precious 
stones (Rev 21:19). Ashlar masonry used in the foundation, consists of massive rectangular blocks of 
limestone cut so accurately that they fit exactly on top of each other without the need for mortar.  The 
foundation of the temple wall consists of nine courses of such huge blocks, above which are courses of 
smaller stones.  In the Temple, stones in the foundation are up to 1.8m high, 3.9m wide and 11m long, 
with some weighing over 90 tonnes. 
 
In Eph 2:20 Paul says the church is "built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets." Vine (1957) 
believed the of in this verse "is not subjective (i.e., consisting of the apostles and prophets), but objective, 
(i.e., laid by the apostles, etc.)" (p. 128), but this interpretation ignores a number of other texts.  For 
example, Rev 21:14 reads, "The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of 
the twelve apostles of the Lamb." Here the foundations of the New Jerusalem (a symbol of the church) 
are the apostles, so why not take Eph 2:20 in the more usual sense of the foundation being the apostles 
and prophets? This interpretation is also in line with the more obvious meaning of Mt 16:18 where Jesus 
says to Peter, "you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church." − not as though Peter was the 
exclusive foundation of the church but as one of the apostles and prophets, i.e., the first generation of 
believers, or as we might put it today the foundation members of the church. 
 
The cornerstone 
The idea of the cornerstone describes a detail in the construction of an ancient stone building.  A 
cornerstone was an important stone laid in the foundation of a building.  With the Canaanites corner-
stone laying was an important sacred ceremony.  Under the stone the bodies of human sacrifices were 
often laid to consecrate the building.  This was one of the rites that the Israelites were to eradicate from 
the land (Lev 18:21; Deut 18:10), and may explain the curse on the building of Jericho (Jos 6:26). 
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The word rendered 'cornerstone' in the New Testament is akrogoniaios, which occurs only twice in the 
N.T. (i.e., 1 Pe 2:6 & Eph 2:20), and means, ‘lying at the extreme corner’.  Jeremias (1964) said that it 
referred to the "final stone in a building, probably set over the gate" (p. 972), but few contemporary 
exegetes agree with him for a number of reasons. 
1 The texts he uses to support his argument "are later than the NT and do not have compelling force. . . .  
2 In Eph 2:20 the building to which this stone belongs . . . is not yet completed"  (Kramer, 1990, p. 268) 

and so could not be the  'keystone' as he suggested,  
3 If the stone were a 'keystone', it would have been carefully put to one side and would never become "a 

stone that causes men to stumble" (1 Pe 2:8), and  
4 The text of Isaiah 28:16 (where this quote originated) specifically speaks of the 'corner-stone' being 

"for a sure foundation". 
 
A cornerstone is rather the "foundation stone at its farthest (foremost) corner, with which a building is 
begun" (Kramer, 1990, p. 268).The type of construction referred to is the framing of the corner with 
courses of long stones to tie the walls together at the corner.  Moulton and Milligan (1930) say a 
cornerstone was the "primary foundation-stone by which the architect fixed a standard for the bearings of 
the walls and cross-walls throughout" (p. 19).  Such stones were not right-angle shaped stones, as some 
have felt, but "straight blocks which run up to a corner, where they are met by similar stones, the ends of 
which come immediately above or below them" (Robinson, 1928, p. 69). Sir Charles Warren (1876) 
discovered one stone at the south-west corner of the temple mount, from King Herod's time, which was 
11.8m in length and weighed over ninety tonnes. 
 
The cornerstone was the first stone to be laid and had two functions, firstly to hold two walls together and 
secondly to provide a point of reference for the building. It determined direction/orientation and was the 
reference point for all measurements, both horizontal and vertical.  "The stone is spoken of in the singular 
not because there was only one such stone in every building but [because it describes] its category and 
function" (Caragounis, 1997, p. 1127).  So just as the foundation pictured Christ, so does the cornerstone. 
 
The walls 
In describing the church, Peter said, "you . . . like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house" (1 
Pe 2:6) and Paul noted, "in him . . . you are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit" (Eph 2:22). In relation to this aspect of the work, Christ is the master builder (Mt 16:18), 
although He uses humans to do the actual work (1 Co 3:10). In this regard Paul reminds us of the need for 
care in building as in a coming day all such "sub-contactors" will have their work evaluated before the 
judgement seat (1 Co 3:10-16).   Although the stones varied in length, they were normally the same 
height, and laid in an overlapping style as in our modern brick homes.  The fact that each stone was 
surrounded by six other stones gave the wall stability, but because the stones were laid without mortar, 
the stones needed to be exactly square − any imperfection would have resulted in a weakness in the wall. 
Here too we see some beautiful spiritual lessons.  Each stone needs to be a true reflection of the 
cornerstone (i.e., Christ) and each stone needs the adjoining stones (other church members), so that the 
building will grow strong and true. 
 
The Capstone 
In addition to all of these features, Christ is also the capstone. The Greek expression translated as 
'capstone' is kephale gonias (lit. 'the head of the corner'). In the N.T. it occurs five times (i.e., Mt 21:42; 
Mk 12:10; Lu 20:17; Act 4:11; 1 Pe 2:7) and always refers to Christ. 
 
The capstone is normally interpreted as either "the stone which crowns the building", i.e, "the top of the 
battlement (Good, 1962, p. 700), or "the keystone", i.e., the stone which completes an arch and so crowns 
the building, and is generally installed over the entrance. But as pointed out earlier, if the cornerstone was 
a 'keystone', it would have been carefully put to one side and would never become "a stone that causes 
men to stumble" (1 Pe 2:8).  
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On the other hand it is easy to understand why a 'capstone' could become "a stone that causes men to 
stumble".  Stone has a grain (similar to that in wood) which shows the way it was originally formed and is 
thus normally parallel to the surface of the ground.   Stone used in a wall must have a horizontal grain 
otherwise the surface of the stone exposed to the weather will flake very quickly.  A good example of this 
problem can be seen at Port Arthur.  Clearly the convicts were not stone masons and examples of stone 
laid incorrectly can be seen in the poor condition of many of the walls. So when stone came from the 
quarry to an ancient building site the builders would carefully check every stone to ensure each had a 
horizontal grain.  A stone with a vertical grain would be rejected by the builders and left lying around the 
site where it would become a stone over which men stumble (1 Pe 2:7-8).  However, for a capstone the 
opposite is the case.  Capstones (i.e., the row of stones on the top of a wall) must have a vertical grain 
since most of the weather they receive comes from above.  So the stone rejected by the builders because 
they thought it was just another wall stone, is discovered to be a special stone, one for the top of the wall.  
This is another example of how the building illustrates Christ.  He is the first and the last.  As Stigers 
(1976) put it, "Christ in His character as redeemer and judge fits both metaphors of the foundation stone 
and the capstone” (p. 979). 
 
Conclusion 
When the N.T. writers illustrated their message with the example of a stone building, their readers would 
have seen far more meaning in it that modern readers.  I hope this article helps the reader to gain some of 
that meaning. 
 

Originally published in Christophany (New Series, Vol 8).November (2000). 
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PASTOR 
 
THE ENGLISH WORD 
The English word ‘pastor’ came originally from the Latin ‘pastor’ = ‘a shepherd’. In Ecclesiastical Latin 
it was used for a ‘minister’ or ‘priest’, and in modern English usage is normally used to describe the 
minister in certain Protestant denominations. 
 
THE GREEK WORD 
The Greek word translated “pastor” is the word ποιµεν (poimen) which means ‘a shepherd’ and though 
generally used of a literal shepherd, it was frequently used in Classical Greek to describe ‘a chief’ or ‘a 
leader’, e.g., Homer used it regularly when speaking of Agamemnon as ‘a shepherd’ of the people. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT USE 
The religious leaders of Israel were also described as ‘the shepherds of Israel’ (Ez 34:2; etc.), but because 
of their failure Jehovah himself took on the role of shepherd (Ez 34:11-13). Both Christ (Is 40:11) and the 
Anti-Christ (Zech 11:16) are described as shepherds. 
 
SHEPHERDS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Poimen occurs eighteen times in the New Testament. Of these, fifteen occur in the Gospels and of the 
three metaphorical uses outside of the Gospels two refer to Christ (i.e., Heb 13:20, “our Lord Jesus, that 
great shepherd of the sheep” and 1 Pe 2:25, “the shepherd and overseer of your souls”). The remaining 
occurrence is in Eph 4:11 where one of the gifts of the ascended Christ is that of “pastor” (i.e., poimen). 
 
SYNONYMS 
Upon reading Paul’s speech to the elders at Ephesus (Acts 20:17-38) and Peter’s exhortations to the 
elders in Northern Galatia (l Pe 5:1-3), it is clear the New Testament writers use three words 
synonymously as seen in the table below: 

Word used Elders Shepherds (verb form) Overseer (verb form) 
in 1 Pe 5: (Presbyterous) (Poimanate) (Episkopountes) 

Word used in Elders Shepherds (verb form) Overseers 
Act 20: (Presbyterous) (Poimainein) (Episkopous) 

Describes STATUS MINISTRY RESPONSIBILITY 
their: (Senior/Leader) (Feed/Guard/Guide) (Oversee) 

Aspect of INSTRUCTION & PROVISION & SUPERVISION & 
The work: DIRECTION PROTECTION DISCIPLINE 

 
OTHER NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OFFICERS 
From an examination of Philippians 1:1 it will be seen that there were two different officers in the early 
church. Firstly that of “overseer” and then the office of “deacon”, and it seems that these are two 
contrasted functions (i.e., ‘them that have oversight’ and ‘them that do serve’).  The etymology of the 
words also supports this belief. Episkopos (“overseer”) was the term used in Classical Greek to designate 
officers sent by the Athenians to govern the subject states when Athens was in her glory, whereas 
diakonos (‘deacon’) referred to a servant or slave within the household whose chief duty consisted in 
waiting on his master at table and sometimes in marketing for him. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
In comparing the qualifications for to the two officers it will be seen that the New Testament lays equal 
stress on the man’s moral and domestic qualities but in listing the qualities in an elder, Paul omits listing 
tale bearing or backbiting (Cf. 1 Ti 3:1-13; Tit 1:5-9) probably on the assumption that these faults might 
easily have a place in the deacons but less so in men entrusted with the oversight of the church. But he 
adds three qualities for leaders not required in deacons: 
(i)  Hospitality  (Tit 1:8)  the elder is required to have an ‘open house’; 
(ii) Teaching  (Tit 1:9)  this is a part of his official duty in the church; and 
(iii) Experience (1 Ti 3:6) although a deacon could be a recent convert, the leader must     
           be a man with a proven track record. 
   
NUMBER 
The churches in New Testament times had a plurality of ‘elders’ in each local church (Jas 5:14; Tit 1:5; 
Act 14:23; etc.). No indication is given about how many or how few there were. Recent church growth 
experience indicates that a growing church needs about one elder for every ten families. 
 
APPOINTMENT 
Paul informs us that it is the Holy Spirit that “makes” elders (Acts 20:28), but it is equally clear that they 
were publicly “ordained” in the early church (Acts 14:23; Tit 1:5). How this is to be done is a matter for 
each local church to decide for themselves. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The New Testament pattern of a body of elders and a separate diaconate is both desirable and necessary 
in the 2000s if churches are to grow and expand and the members are to be adequately taught and 
shepherded. 

 
This article was originally published in Christophany, Vol. 36, No. 1, February, 1985, p. 8.  
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SALVATION 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Of all the words associated with the gospel, ‘saved’ is probably one of the broadest. Stanton (1959) says 
that salvation "is actually a broad summary term. It includes every divine undertaking for the believer 
from his deliverance from the penalty of sin unto his final presentation in glory, conformed to the image 
of Christ" (p. 5). Salvation then describes the whole 'package-deal' that the believer receives from God as 
a loving heavenly father bestows gifts on his child. It is the diamond of which the other aspects (e.g., 
redemption, propitiation, substitution, etc.) are beautiful facets.  
 
THE GREEK WORD 
'Salvation' (and its related terms) is actually the English translation of several different Greek words but 
by far the most common of these is the word, σωτηρια (soteria) which is derived from the obsolete word 
'saos' = 'safe'. "The fundamental idea contained in soteria is the removal of dangers menacing to life and 
the consequent placing of life in conditions favourable to free and healthy expansion" (Sanday & 
Headlam, 1977, p. 23). 
 
SECULAR USE 
In secular writings, Saviour was a common title of divinities. Asclepius, the god of healing, was 
especially so called, as were the divinities in the mystery religions, e.g., Serapis and Isis. "Some vivid 
light by way of contrast is thrown on Jn 4:4 and 1 Jn 4:14 by the fact that the title Saviour was regularly 
given to the Ptolemies and the Roman Emperors" (Moulton & Milligan, 1976, p. 622). Soteria was used 
generally of preservation in danger, deliverance from impending death, especially on the sea. It was used 
of a man's safe return to his home after an absence, and Demosthenes used it to describe the 'guarantee 
for the safe keeping' of a thing. In the papyrus it is common "in the sense of 'bodily health, well-being, 
safety', as e.g., "I asked about your health (soteria)" (Moulton & Milligan, 1976, p. 622). 
 
OLD TESTAMENT USE 
In the Greek OT (LXX) soteria is used to describe: 
1 safety and security, e. g., "many advisers make victory sure" (Pr 1:14; cf. Gen 8:21; 44:17); 
2 deliverance from trouble, e.g., "in that day they will say, 'Surely this is our God, we trusted in Him 

and He saved us'" (Is 25:9, cf. Isa 38:20; Ps 20:6); 
3 deliverance from an enemy, e.g., "You have given your servant this great victory" (Jud 15:18, cf. 1 

Sa 11:9, 13); 
4 the great deliverance of the Jewish nation at the Red Sea, e.g., "Stand firm and you will see the 

deliverance the Lord will bring you today" (Ex 14:13, cf. Ex 15:2); and 
5 the future Messianic deliverance; e.g. "Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting 

salvation" (Isa 45:17, cf. Isa 52:10; Jer 3:23). 
 
NEW TESTAMENT USE 
The New Testament follows the OT application of soteria to: 
1 deliverance from enemies, e.g., Lu 1:69, 71; Act 7:25; and 
2 bodily health and strength, e.g., Act 27:20, 34; Heb 11:7). 
But in the NT it generally denotes a spiritual salvation "either as a present possession (Lu 1:77) or as to 
be realized fully hereafter (Rom 13:11)" (Moulton & Milligan, 1976, p. 622). 
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THE THREE "TENSES" OF SALVATION 
Salvation has 3 tenses (see table). In his Greek Grammar, Nunn (1943) illustrates the difference "by the 
following (probably apocryphal) story. A certain bishop, renowned for his studies in the Greek tenses, is 
said to have been asked by a certain person whose zeal exceeded his discretion whether he was ‘saved’. 
The bishop is said to have replied, ‘It all depends whether you mean sozomenos, sotheis, or sesosmenos. I 
trust I am sozomenos (in a state of salvation), I know I am sotheis (saved once for all by the death of 
Christ), I hope to be sesosmenos (delivered from all danger of falling by being received into Heaven)" (p. 
125). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE THREE CHIEF INGREDIENTS OF SALVATION 
Stanton (1959) notes that "the way of salvation boils down to three chief ingredients, a need. a provision 
and a response" (p. 5). 
1 Human Need - We were all helpless (Rom 5:6) and hopeless (Eph 2:12). The first step toward 

salvation is for a person to recognize their true need. (Mk 1:15); 
2 Divine Provision - The Lamb of God (Jn 1:29) was God's provision to bear the penalty of our sin (1 

Pe 2:24); and 
3 A Personal Response - Simply knowing the facts about Christ does not result in salvation (Jas 2: 19). 

Christ must be accepted by faith (Act 16:31). 
    
THE THREE CHOICES OF SALVATION 
Chalk (1973) suggests that salvation concerns three choices: 
1 Life or Death - Salvation is a life and death matter. Jesus said, “whoever hears my words and believes 

him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life." 
2 Light or Darkness - Of unregenerate men Christ said, they “loved darkness instead of light" (Jn 3:24) 

but He said that, "Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life" (Jn 
8:12). 

3 Freedom or Condemnation - Although 'freedom' to do whatever one pleases is the spirit of the age, 
Christ said, "everyone who sins is a slave to sin" (Jn 8:34) but Paul tells us that "there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of 
life set me free" (Rom 8: 1-2). 

 
CONCLUSION 
"Salvation is God's great gift to man. Though in experience its aspects may not be separated, our 
understanding of its details gives a Christian deeper appreciation, greater love, and happier praise for the 
God who has saved him" (Little, 1985, p. 155). 
 

This article was originally published in Christophany, Vol 40, No 3, July, 1989, p. 2-5. 
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SUFFERING 
INTRODUCTION 
The problem of suffering is as current today as it has been since creation. It some years since the 
Tsunami. Then some time ago, the diaries of Mother Teresa were published and I’m sure you know of her 
struggle with faith in the face of all of the suffering she was encountering daily. A thousand years before 
Christ, Asaph expressed the same struggle in Psalm 73, And Jeremiah said to God, “You are always 
righteous, O LORD, when I bring a case before you. Yet I would speak with you about your justice . . . How long will the land 
lie parched and the grass in every field be withered?” (Jer 12:1). In more recent times, when considering how 
God’s people suffer so much, St Teresa of Avila said to God, “It is no wonder you have so many enemies, 
when one sees how badly you treat your friends.” In the late 1800s Gerard Manley Hopkins said to God, 
“Wert thou my enemy, O thou my friend, How wouldst thou worse, I wonder , than thou dost”. On the 
other hand, the late Pope John Paul writing just before his death said, “Your suffering is never useless, 
dear sick ones. Pain is precious, because it has a mysterious link to Christ’s trial on the cross. It is human 
to question God about suffering. On the cross Jesus, “cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?’ - which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Mt 27:46). 
 
The words, ‘Suffer’ and ‘suffering’ occur 18 times in 1 Peter. Why? The Roman Emperor Nero began to 
persecute Christians in 64 A.D. Soon after Peter was imprisoned in Rome and was martyred in c.68 A.D. 
However before his death he believed that the persecution would spread throughout the world and the 
Christians needed to be warned and prepared for it. So he wrote to the churches he had established to:  
warn them of the forthcoming trials (4:12-13), and 
how to react to them (3:14-17). 
He not only encourages the oppressed (1:6-7), but also 
strengthens faith (5:9), 
brightens hope (5:10), and 
exhorts them to obedience (5:5). 
 
So what did Peter say about suffering. 
 
WHY DOES GOD ALLOW GOOD PEOPLE TO SUFFER? 
1 TO REFINE CHARACTER 

1 Pe 4:1, 13, “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who 
has suffered in his body is done with sin”   

2 TO ACHIEVE GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSES 
1 Pet 2:21, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 
his steps”; 1 Pet 3:18, “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit” 

3 FOR A RANGE OF OTHER REASONS 
1 Pe 1:6-7, “you have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith . . . may be proved 
genuine”, i.e., Stamped with a seal of approval to distinguish the true from the counterfeit. 

 
WHEN SUFFERING REMEMBER: 
1 GODLY PEOPLE DO SUFFER 

2 Ti 3:12, “In fact, everyone who wants [θελω - ‘wishes, desires, chooses] to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted”’ Php 1:29 , “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 
for him”. 

2 SUFFERING IS TEMPORARY 
1 Pe 1:6, “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials”; 1 

Pe 5:10, “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

3 IN OUR SUFFERING WE IDENTIFY WITH CHRIST IN HIS SUFFERING 
1 Pe 2:21, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 
his steps”; 1 Pe 4:13, “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed” 
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3 SUFFERING NEVER GOES WITHOUT IT’S REWARD 
1 Pe 2:19, “it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God”; 1 Pe 
3:14, “if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed” 

 
HOW TO HANDLE SUFFERING 
1 ENTRUST YOURSELF TO GOD  

1 Pe 4:19, “So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and 
continue to do good”; 1 Pe 2:19, “For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he 
is conscious of God. 

2 RESIST THE DEVIL 
1 Pe 5:9, “Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

3 KEEP ON DOING WHAT IS RIGHT 
1 Pe 2:12-18, “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted 
among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper 
respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 

4 FOCUS ON THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS LORD 
1 Pe 3:15-16, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

5 FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST 
1 Pe 4:1, “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has 
suffered in his body is done with sin”; 1 Pe 2:22-25, “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When 
they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to 
him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

6 PRAISE GOD 
1 Pe 4:16, “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

7 DO NOT SURRENDER TO FEAR OR TERROR 
1 Pe 3:14, “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear ; do not be 
frightened." 

8 REJOICE 
1 Pe 4:13, “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 
revealed. 
 

Notice what Peter does NOT say.   
1 If you have enough faith, you needn’t suffer; and  

 2 If you ask God, He will take it away. 
    
How can we rejoice when we are suffering? 
 
1 By recognising we are “God's elect, strangers in the world” (‘sojourners of the Diaspora’) (1 Pe 1:1). 

This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through. 
2 By knowing we are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God” (1 Pe 1:2). We have been chosen 

as recipients of special favour and privilege. 
3 By personally appropriating God’s three-fold salvation. 
4 By appreciating that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (Rom 8:28). 
5 By rejoicing in “so great salvation” (Heb 2:3). A salvation that both Prophets and Angels (1 Pe 1:101-

12) longed to look into. 
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PRIEST 
 
THE WORD 'PRIEST' 
William Hoste once wrote, "No word in Christendom is better known than the word priest, nor perhaps 
less understood". Most Christians think of a priest as a person with a clerical collar &/or black robes, but 
this is not the biblical concept of the priesthood. In fact, the English word 'priest' itself only confuses the 
issue, for the word 'priest' is derived from the Latin word presbyterus = 'an elder', and this shows a basic 
misunderstanding of the New Testament teaching on the subject.  The Greek word translated as 'priest' is 
hierus which means 'one who handles holy things' or 'one who performs sacrificial rites'. 
 
THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE GREEK WORLD 
The Greek world had hereditary priesthoods for mediation with the deities but also had the concept of 
general priesthood in which each person could draw near to the god in sacrifice and prayer. The head of 
the family offered sacrifices for the family and without any special priestly training the layman could 
arrange purification and offer sacrifices. 
 
THE PRIESTHOOD IN JUDAISM 
The Old Testament speaks of three 'systems' of priesthoods: 
1 The Patriarchal Priesthood - the divine original. Originally each father was the priest for his own 

family. We read e.g., of Job (Job 1:5); Abel (Gen 4:4), Noah (Gen 8:20); Abraham (Gen 12:7; 25:26), 
and Jacob (Gen 31:54) offering sacrifices to God. When the rituals of the Hebrew religion were being 
codified God told Moses that He wanted this original system to continue but it would be conditional. 
Moses was to say to Israel, "If you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all the nations 
you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom 
of priests" (Ex 19:5-6). On hearing God's offer, the people enthusiastically agreed (Ex 19:8), but 
because of their apostasy they forfeited this privileged position and God instituted the Levitical 
system. 

 
2 The Aaronic Priesthood – the  Levitical system. When the national failed, God chose one family to 

represent Him to the people and to intercede with Him on behalf of the people. Aaron (Moses' brother) 
was the first High Priest and his sons were the first priests (Ex 28:1). There are many spiritual lessons 
that we can learn from the Aaronic priests, among them are:  
1 Their appointment - Every direct male descendant of Aaron automatically became a priest. The 

only essential requirement was birth. In fact., this was so important that in the days following the 
return from the Exile there were some men who believed that they were rightly priests but when 
they could not prove their genealogy, Ezra would not let them function as priests (Ezra 2:62). So it 
is not training, ability or ordination that makes a man a priest, but birth alone. 

 2 Their consecration - Exodus 29 details the consecration ceremony. Note especially: 
1 Washing (Ex 29:4). The washing symbolised cleansing from defilement (Cf. Tit 3:5; Jn 13:10). 
2 Clothing (Ex 29:8). The priest was clothed with white linen garments which were supplied for 

him. These symbolised imputed righteousness (Cf. Rom 4:5; 2 Co 5:21; Rev 19:8). 
3 Sprinkling (Ex 29:20). Blood was applied to the priest's right ear, right thumb and right great 

toe. This reminded him to hear God's voice, do God's work and walk in God's ways (Cf. 1 Pe 
1:2). 

3 Their work - Every day they stood and offered sacrifices to God (Ex 29:38-43; Heb 10:11) on 
behalf of the people; they attended to the things of God in the tabernacle (e.g. Lev 24:1-9) and 
represented God to his people (Ex 29:44-46; De 33: 8-11). 

 
3 The Melchisedical Priesthood – the perpetual priesthood. This King-Priest (Gen 14:18-20) offered 

bread and wine to Abraham and depicts Christ as the eternal priest (Ps 110:4; Heb 6:20). 
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THE PRIESTHOOOD IN CHRISTIANITY 
The New Testament teaches that every born-again believer is a priest (Rev 1:5-6; 5:10; 20:6; 1 Pe 2:4-
10). Martin Luther saw it this way, "All Christians are all together priests and let it be anathema to assert 
there is any other priest than he who is a Christian for it will be asserted without the word of God and on 
no authority but the sayings of men, or the antiquity of custom or the multitude of those who think so." 
The Christian Priesthood is seen in two aspects: 
 
1 A Holy Priesthood - Into God's presence in worship and sacrifice. 

1 The O.T. Type - On the Day of Atonement the High Priest had a bath (Lev 16:4); put on a plain 
white linen robe (Lev 16:4); entered the Most Holy Place with incense (v.13) and blood (v.15) and 
made atonement for the sins of the people (cf. v.16, Heb 10:1-4). 

2 Personal Expression - We express our holy priesthood personally whenever we enter God's 
presence to offer worship and praise (Heb 13:15); to intercede (Heb 10:19-22) and when we present 
ourselves as living sacrifices to Him (Rom 12: 1-2). 

3 Corporate Expression - corporately we demonstrate our holy priesthood when we gather around 
the Lord's Table to express our praise (Heb 13:15), to minister the sacraments and to offer our gifts 
to him (Heb 13:16). 

    
2 A Royal priesthood - Into the world in witness and service. 

1 The O.T. Type - Later on the Day of Atonement the High Priest again bathed himself (Lev 16:24) 
and put on his garments "for glory and for beauty" (Lev 16:24; Ex 28:2) and then came out into the 
court yard. The appearance of the High Priest showed the people that atonement had been made. 

2 Personal Expression - As we by life (cf. Acts 4:13) and lip (cf. Rom 15:16; 1 Pe 3:15) "declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light" (1 Pe 2:9) we function as 
royal priests. 

3 Corporate Expression - Gospel meetings, cell groups, etc., are the ways we corporately witness to 
our lord and in these ways we corporately express our royal priesthood. 

 
THE PRESENT IMPLICATIONS 
Being a priest of God is a special privilege and every privilege brings its corresponding responsibility. 
The question comes, "How well do I express my priesthood - both holy and royal?" Does my life 'show 
forth the praises of Christ?' Am I ready 'to give an answer to everyone who asks' the reason for my faith? 
Do I regularly 'approach the throne of Grace' and enjoy' meeting together' with other believers on the 
Lords Day? Each of these are ways we demonstrate our priesthood to God and to the world. ' 

 
 

This article was originally published in Christophany, Vol. 35, No. 3, July, 1984, p. 2 
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SATAN 
 
HIS EXISTENCE  
Although there are many that deny his existence claiming him to be only a 'principle of evil', the Bible 
speaks of him as a person having: 
 MIND e.g., his reasoned arguments (Mt 4:5, 6)   
 EMOTION "You want to carry out your father's desire" (Jn 8:44) 
 WILL "I will ... I will ... I will ..." (Isa 14:13)  
 
HIS ORIGIN  
This is more or less shrouded in mystery but he is a created, originally glorious, being,  He is: 
A CREATED BEING "in the day that thou was created" (Ezk 28: 13, 15) 
A MIGHTY CREATURE "the archangel Michael ... did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against 

him" (Jude 9) 
A FALLEN CREATURE "how art thou fallen, O Lucifer" (Isa 14:12)  
 
PRESENT LOCATION 
Satan is a finite being and can only be in one place at one time, however he is: 
NOT BOUND IN HELL "Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion (1 Pe 5:8)  
ON EARTH "From going to and fro in the earth" (Job 1:7)  
IN HEAVEN "the Prince of the power of the air" (Eph 2:2)  
 
HIS METHODS 
He is a usurper of God's place and opposes God and His people by every means at his disposal including: 
DECEIT Satan "hath blinded the minds of them that believe not" (2 Co 4:4) 
ENTICEMENT "Eve was deceived by the Serpent's cunning" (2 Co 1:3) 
RESISTANCE "out of my sight, Satan" (Mt 16:22-23) 
 
HIS NAMES - As well as those already referred to, he is called: 
"THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD" (Jn 12:31) 
"THE DRAGON" (Rev 20:2) 
"THE ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN" (Rev 12:10) 
 
HIS DESTINATION  
Revelation 20 describes his doom in 3 stages: 
BANISHMENT TO THE ABYSS (Rev 20:1-3) 
RELEASE AND OPPOSITION TO GOD (Rev 20:7-8) 
ETERNAL DOOM IN LAKE OF FIRE (Rev 20:10; Mt 25:41) 
 
HOW HE IS TO BE TREATED  
Christians need to: 
TREAT HIM AS A DEFEATED FOE (Heb 2:14-5; Col 2:15) 
RESIST HIM BY FAITH (Jas 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8-9) 
GIVE HIM NO PLACE IN OUR LIVES (Eph 4:27; 2 Cor 2:11) 
 

This article was originally published in Christophany Vol 38, No 5, November, 1987, pp. 3-4. 
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THE GENESIS FLOOD 
 
1 BIBLICAL 
Genesis 7:11-8:14 tells us: 
1 Noah & family entered into the Ark, in Noah's 600th year (7:11); 
2 The fountains of the deep were broken up (7:11); 
3 It rained 40 days and 40 nights (7:12); 
4 The water was 6.9 metres (15 cubits, 22’) deep (7:20); 
5 All the high hills and the mountains were covered (7:19-20); 
6 All life (outside the ark) was destroyed (7:21-23); and 
7 The water remained for 150 days (5 months) (7:24; 8:3). 
 
2 HISTORICAL 
The following passages prove the historicity of the flood. 
Isaiah 54:9, "I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth" 
Matthew 24:37-39, "In the days that were before the flood . . . the flood came and took them all away" 
Luke 17:26-27, "The flood came and destroyed them all" 
1 Peter 3: 20, "In the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein a few, that is, eight souls 

were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even Baptism doth also now save us, (not the 
putting of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ” 

2 Peter 2:5, "And spared the old world, but saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing the flood upon the world of the ungodly" 

2 Peter 3:5-7, “By the Word of God the Heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water; Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water perished. But the 
Heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store" 

 
3 MORAL 
The moral lesson from the flood is the sudden & swift judgement of God against evil. 
The flood removed from humanity, as by a gigantic surgical operation, what was an incurably corrupt 

community, thus the race was preserved until such time as it should be redeemed. 
God had said that He would not always strive with men. He gave them time to repent, but when none 

came; He came in sudden, swift, and sure judgment. 
 
4 TYPICAL 
The typical lessons to be learnt from this narrative are: 
1 The Ark - Salvation 

1 Peter 3:20 - Just as Noah was saved by the ark, so we are saved by Christ. 
2 The Flood - Future Judgment 

2 Peter 3:7 - God will again destroy unrepentant sinful men, this time it will be by fire. 
Note: The Universality, the Sureness and the Swiftness of the Judgment of God. 
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"THE SONS OF GOD" 
WERE “THE SONS OF GOD”, EVIL ANGELS OR SONS OF SETH? 

 
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF "SONS OF GOD" = EVIL ANGELS 
1 "The Sons of God saw the daughters of men" (6: 2) 

Men = Adam = Mankind, so the daughters of mankind, NOT the daughters of Cain only. 
Reply: "Men" sometimes refers to 'the remainder of men' or 'other men' as in Psa 73:5, “as (other) men 

are". The other is inserted by the translators and is not in the Hebrew original. 
2 "Sons of God" = 'Sons of Elohim' and always (6 times) means 'angels'. Also some LXX MSS give 

'angels' here. Cf. Job 1:6, “the Sons (Ben) of God come to”; Job 2:1, “the Sons (Ben) of God come to”; 
Job 38:7, “all the Sons of God shouted”; Job 3:25, “like the Son (Bar) of God” 

Reply: In Job 'Sons of God’ are not necessarily angels. The Daniel reference exactly the same, Cf. Deut 
14:1, “The Sons of Elohim" = Israel; and the N.T. where 'Sons of God' are always men (e.g. Rom. 8: 
14). 

3 The context assigns a monstrous offspring (Nephilim) to the union. 
“there were giants in the earth in those days” (6:4). 

Reply: On the contrary the Scripture says: "they bare children unto them, the same became mighty men . 
. . men of renown" (6:4). 

4 Nephilim = Fallen Ones, i.e., fallen angels 
Reply: Luther translates it as "Tyrants” - those that fell on the people and oppressed them. 
5 Jude 1:5-7 teaches the fallen angels committed fornication 

'And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication” 

Reply: Jamieson and others believe that it is impossible to draw this conclusion.  May not Jude1:7 mean 
that they are a warning in like manner. R.V. gives "Kept not their own principality" - no reference is 
made to their bodies. 

6 In the flood both lines (Cain and Seth) were destroyed – showing both were ungodly 
Reply: This incident must refer to a much earlier time, i.e. before they were corrupted. 
7 2 Pe 2:4-6 implies that angels did sin just before the flood. Who were they if not these "Sons of 

God"? ("if God spared not the angels that sinned .. and spared not the old world, but saved Noah . . . 
and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes" 

Reply: There is an interval between vv 5 and 6, and also one between vv 4 and 5, i.e., the angels that 
sinned refers to the original rebellion and outcast of Satan and his angels. 

8  The 'angels’ view was held until the 4th Century AD when the 'Seth’ view was introduced because: 
A Worship of angels-had been introduced, and this would detract from that worship, and 
B Celibacy was instituted, and if real 'angels’ fell then this would be an excuse for earthly angels. 

Reply: This is only an unsupported theory. 
9  Josephus and many Jews believed it refers to angels 
Reply: Jews are not always right, and in any case many Hebraists translate it 'Sons of Nobles'. 
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ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF "SONS OF GOD" = “SONS OF SETH 
 
1 Angels are sexless (Mt 22:30 "neither marry nor are given in marriage but are as the angels in 

Heaven" 
Reply: They are not sexless - they are all males. That is why they do not marry in heaven 
2 Angels are Spirits (Heb 1:7 "His angels spirits" 
Reply: Gen 18-19 speak of angels  assuming the form of men, e.g., Gen 18:8 "They did eat"; 19:1, 

"angels visit Lot and Abraham" 
3 Seth is traced back to God. Luke 3:38, "Adam which was the Son of God"; Gen 4:25, “and called his 

name Seth: for God hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel" 
Reply: But sin separated Adam from God, and "God sent him forth from the garden" (Gen 3:23). 
4 In Mt 24:38 the Lord describes life before the flood and does not mention  any angels. 
Reply: Arguments based on Silence of Scripture are dangerous..  
5 In Jude 1:6 "Angelos" = messenger 
Reply: 'Angelos' always means angel, unless the context definitely indicates otherwise.  
6 This is the natural meaning of the -passage. The other view is monstrous, and surely 'Sons of God' 

would not be used to describe evil angels. N.B, v5,  God saw the wickedness of men and v7, I will 
destroy man. 

7 This is scriptural and not mythical, e.g., Num 25 & Jud 3. Unnatural matches with persons of a false 
religion are everywhere condemned in Scripture. It also accords with the description, subsequently 
given to God's true followers. 

8 The expression "took them wives" (6:2) is the standing expression for the God-established marriage 
relationship and never for fornication. 

9 Angels are referred to 15 times in the Pentateuch and they are always called ‘angels’. 
10 Hoste says, "The idea of angels is a fanciful speculation." 
Reply: Alford says, "The idea of the line-of Cain is a makeshift idea." 
11 The writer means us to see the breakdown of the vital separation of the. two lines. 
Reply: The view that 'Sons of God' were Sethites is based on assumption that they lived apart from the 

descendants of Cain, and remained a pure and holy race. But this has no Scriptural foundation. 
 
CONCLUSION 
You need to examine the evidence and make your own decision. 
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